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ARTICLES:

(1)  Prime Minister Koizumi cautious about revision of SOFA

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

July 6, 2001


Referring to Japan and the United States having reached agreement on the transfer of the custody of the rape suspect of an Okinawa woman, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi stated:  "I would like to see the U.S. side make efforts to urge its military personnel to observe discipline in order to prevent a recurrence of such an incident."


Prime Minister Koizumi expressed a cautious view regarding the argument for revising the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) between Japan and U.S.  He stated:  "I think matters should be resolved within the framework of the improved application of the treaty."  The Prime Minister was responding to questions by reporters at his official residence.

(01070902kn)

(2)  Prime minister negative about SOFA review; Defense chief positive

SANKEI  (Page 1)  (Full)

Evening, July 6, 2001

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi this afternoon indicated his negative view about reviewing the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).  He was replying to a question from reporters at his official residence while touching on the emergence of outcries in Okinawa Prefecture for a review of SOFA due to an Okinawa-based U.S. Air Force sergeant's alleged rape of a local woman.  "We've now decided to deal with it by improving its practical application," the premier said.


Justice Minister Mayumi Moriyama also indicated her negative view in a press interview after a cabinet meeting.  She remarked, "I don't think we will have to go so far as to do so right now."


On the other hand, however, Defense Agency Director General Gen Nakatani voiced a positive standpoint for a review of SOFA.  "They are U.S. servicemen, so they have privileges.  But it would be better for them not to have such privileges," he remarked.

(01070604im)

(3)  What caused the delay in handing over the U.S. serviceman? Operational improvements in SOFA ambiguous; The U.S.' control of jurisdiction right provokes a chorus in Okinawa, Tokyo for SOFA revision

YOMIURI  (Page 3)  (Slightly abridged)

July 7, 2001


The thorny issue of handing over 24-year-old U.S. Air Force sergeant Timothy Woodland, who is charged with raping a local woman in Chatan-cho, Okinawa Prefecture, came to an end on July 6 with the United States making concessions on the provision of an interpreter and other conditions it had set.  The hand-over that took Tokyo and Washington eight long days to work out has exposed the difficulty of making a "political decision" in a way that does no damage to the Japan-U.S. alliance.


The furor over the handing over of Timothy Woodland has its roots in Article 17 of the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).


Article 17 stipulates that the custody of an accused member of the United States armed forces shall remain, if he or she is in the hands of the United States, with the United States until that person is indicted by Japan.


When a schoolgirl was raped by U.S. servicemen in Okinawa in September 1995, the United States military refused to hand over the three suspects on the strength of Article 17 of SOFA.  The resulting surge in local anger forced the two governments within a month to make improvements in application of Article 17 to allow the United States to give "sympathetic consideration" to heinous crimes, such as murder and rape.


But because Tokyo and Washington reached an agreement in such a hurry chiefly to quell local rage, the two sides failed to work out the details regarding specific application of Article 17, according to a Government source.


To date, there has been only one case where the U.S. military applied the operationally improved Article 17:  a robbery and attempted murder that occurred in Sasebo City, Nagasaki Prefecture.  The case, however, did not expose any serious procedural problems largely because the suspect had admitted in general the charges filed against him.


The latest rape incident, a heinous crime that merited a swift handover, clearly exposed the fact that the decision on handing over custody rests solely in the hands of the United States.  Given that situation, Okinawan residents and Japanese legislators have begun to call for a revision of the SOFA.  The Lower House Foreign Affairs Committee, for instance, has begun to move to adopt a resolution to press the Government to fundamentally review the SOFA.


At the same time, the view prevalent in political circles is that if Tokyo tries to place a revision of the SOFA on the negotiating table, Washington will only dig in its heels all the more stubbornly.  That is why Prime Minister Koizumi on July 6 reiterated his view of reluctance to change the SOFA.  Chief Cabinet Secretary Fukuda, too, followed suit and indicated that the Government would, for the time being, focus its attention only on making improvements in application of the pact.


With the upper-house election approaching, the opposition parties are poised to attack in their campaigns the Koizumi government on the SOFA issue.  The Koizumi Administration will be pressed make difficult choices in handling the pact.

(01070901st)

(4)  U.S. military suspect handover:  Opposition parties criticize both governments, call for SOFA revision

YOMIURI  (Page 2)  (Full)

July 7, 2001


The U.S. government has now agreed to hand over a U.S. military suspect to Japanese investigative authorities in an alleged rape case that took place in the town of Chatan in Okinawa Prefecture.  Opposition parties yesterday criticized the Japanese and U.S. governments' responses, with Democratic Party of Japan (Minshuto) Secretary General Kan expressing his "regret" for the delay in the suspect's handover. All opposition parties called for revising the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) to specify the U.S. military's pre-indictment handover of suspects to Japanese police authorities.


DPJ Representative Hatoyama told reporters yesterday in the city of Kochi that the Japanese government should propose to the U.S. government revising SOFA.  In the press conference, Hatoyama also remarked that the standpoint of Foreign Minister Tanaka and other government officials differs from Chief Cabinet Secretary Fukuda's view on the propriety of revising the SOFA.  "The cabinet lacks unity among its members.  It's out of shape as a government," Hatoyama remarked.


Liberal Party (Jiyuto) President Ozawa also held a press conference, in which he insisted on the necessity of "reviewing defects in the SOFA," and stressed that "Japan and the United States should be allies on an equal footing."

(01070902im)

(5)  Okinawa rape incident: Necessary to revise Status of Forces Agreement

ASAHI  (Page 1)  (Full)

July 7, 2001

Comment by Okinawa Governor Keiichi Inamine:  It is extremely regrettable in view of the prefectural residents' feelings that it took as long as four days to reach a conclusion (on handing over the suspect for arrest).  I, on the part of the prefectural government, think that a sweeping revision of the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) is the only way to settle the issue.  At the same time, I would like the governments of Japan and the United States to come up with effective and concrete measures to prevent a recurrence of similar incidents and to speed up the military base consolidation and reduction process." 

(01070903yk)

(6)  "There is no need to revise the Status of Forces Agreement," says Prime Minister; Okinawa citizens resent the statement, "Is Okinawa but a stepping stone?"

MAINICHI  (Page 8)  (Full)

July 7, 2001


Calls for a drastic revision of the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) are mounting.  However, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, contrary to that trend, indicated his view last evening that for the time being it will not be necessary to revise the SOFA.  This statement has angered Okinawa residents.  


A housewife (49) in the town of Chatan, where the rape incident occurred, said, "The central government does not at all understand the pain Okinawa is feeling."  She gave vent to her anger, "They are making Okinawa a stepping stone.  They do not think we are Japanese.  I cannot forgive the Government for this response."  


Kenpei Sunagawa (59), chairman of the council of the residents of the Miyagusuku district, Chatan, said, "I have a feeling that the incident this time was settled behind closed doors on the government level.  People in this prefecture are filled with irritation.  If the SOFA is revised, the Government would not have trouble like this in the future."  


A housewife (34) in Okinawa City, a frequent shopper in the shopping mall in the Mihama district, said in disappointment, "I had expected Mr. Koizumi would take a tougher stance toward the U.S.  It is disappointing."  

(01070901yk)

(7)  Defense chief urges U.S. military to tighten discipline

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

July 8, 2001

Defense Agency Director General Gen Nakatani held a press conference yesterday in the city of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture, in which the defense chief expressed his appreciation for the U.S. government's action to hand over a U.S. serviceman allegedly involved in a rape case that took place in Okinawa Prefecture.  "There was a significant political decision in consideration of the importance of Okinawa.  This is a certain result," the defense chief said.  Nakatani reiterated his view that the U.S. military should tighten discipline in order to prevent such an incident from recurring.


On the other hand, Nakatani also expressed his hope for Diet discussions on legislation for emergencies.

(01070801im)

(8)  Foreign Minister Tanaka expresses opposition toward Prime Minister's planned visit to Yasukuni Shrine

YOMIURI  (Page 4)  (Full)

July 7, 2001


Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka told on the 6th Chinese Ambassador to Japan Chen Jian about her view on Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's planned visit to Yasukuni Shrine [on the anniversary of the end of the Pacific War]:  "I think he should not go there.  I have proposed that a national cemetery be created."  She was replying to the ambassador's request for her cooperation to have the Prime Minister cancel his plan.  The Chinese ambassador told the Foreign Minister:  "Chinese leaders are paying most attention and concerned about this matter."

(01070901kn) 

(9)  U.S. decision to hand over serviceman: Finally over?  Situation remains tense in Okinawa; "The rape incident will not be wrapped up" [by this alone]

ASAHI  (Page 19)  (Excerpt)

Even., July 6, 2001

The issue of the handing over a U.S. Air Force sergeant suspected of raping a woman in Okinawa entered the final stage today, the 8th day after the incident occurred, and the 5th day after an arrest warrant was issued.  In Okinawa, however, many residents take the view that the case will not be wrapped up by only handing over the suspect to Japanese police.  The U.S.' delay in handing over the suspect is generating calls for a review of the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) itself.

Chatan mayor makes proposals to U.S. forces that include a curfew


The mayor of Chatan-cho, where the rape incident occurred, visited the U.S. forces' Camp Zukeran on the 6th and met with the head of the U.S. Forces Japan Okinawa Coordination Office.  The mayor called on the U.S. military to impose such measures as a curfew on U.S. service members and nighttime patrols.  He also called for a revision of the SOFA.

Okinawa Municipal Assembly adopts resolution of protest


The assembly of the City of Okinawa, which houses Kadena Air Base, at which the rape suspect is stationed, unanimously adopted a protest resolution today that calls for a curfew at midnight for U.S. servicemen, as well as a sweeping revision of the SOFA.  It also demanded compensation for the victim and an apology to her family and prefectural residents.

The municipal assembly of Nago City, which has decided to allow the construction of an alternate base for Futenma Air Station, unanimously adopted a resolution today calling on the U.S. forces to make an apology and provide compensation to the rape victim, disperse U.S. military bases to areas outside the prefecture, and adopt a tighter qualification-screening test for soldiers who are to be dispatched to Okinawa.

Foreign Minister: "I was irritated:"


"Since the U.S. was slow in making a response, I, too, was irritated," said Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka in reply to questions by reporters at the Prime Minister's Official Residence after a Cabinet meeting today.

The Foreign Minister disclosed that she had talked with U.S. State Secretary Powell over the phone to discuss the issue of handing over the suspect, and she hinted that negotiations had entered the home stretch.  She said, "The main points have been boiled down.  The case will be left to the hands of the National Police Agency."  

Tanaka said volubly: "We are conducting negotiations with the U.S. on whether the case would be dealt with in accordance with Japanese law.  In the Cabinet meeting as well, many participants called for necessary procedures to be swiftly taken."

The Foreign Minister reiterated her diplomatic efforts, saying, "I made my utmost effort behind the scenes.   My ministry also kept in close contact [with the U.S. side]."  She added: "I think we have come to the state in which Japan also needs to make a concession."

After little past 11:00 a.m., Foreign Minister Tanaka gave a press conference at the Foreign Ministry, in which she indicated that the issue of handing over the suspect had entered the home stretch at last.  At the same time, she urged the U.S. side "to make a response as quickly as possible" to such unsettled matters as the U.S.' insistence on providing an interpreter for the suspect during questioning."

(01070901ys)

(10)  Rape incident in Okinawa; U.S. serviceman handed over to Japanese authorities and arrested; Presence of U.S.-chosen interpreter not to be allowed; Japan, U.S. agree to leave incident to domestic legal process

ASAHI  (Top Play)  (Full)

July 7, 2001


Regarding the rape incident, occurred in the town of Chatan in Okinawa, U.S. Ambassador Baker yesterday afternoon called on Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka at the Foreign Ministry.  He formally conveyed her the U.S. decision to comply with Japan's request to hand over the suspect, Staff Sergeant 3rd Class Timothy Woodland (24), who is stationed at U.S. Air Force Kadena Air Base.  Following this, the Okinawa police arrested the suspect at 8:50 p.m. the same day on suspicion of rape.  Coordination between Japan and the U.S. had been bogged-down over the question of whether a U.S.-selected interpreter's presence should be allowed.  The U.S. in the end made a concession to Japan's stance that the presence of a U.S.-chosen interpreter's presence should not be allowed and the suspect should be subjected to Japan's legal process.


The measure is based on the agreement reached in 1995, when the application of the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) was improved, following a school girl rape incident. Under that arrangement, the U.S. agreed to give "sympathetic consideration" to pre-indictment transfers of suspects of heinous crimes.  The handover of the suspect is the second case under the improvement, the first in Okinawa. 


In Okinawa this incident has once again triggered calls for the Governments of Japan and the U.S. to revise the SOFA provision for the handling of U.S. servicemen who are involved in criminal incidents and accidents.  However, Prime Minister Junichi Koizumi on the 6th once again reiterated his policy line of not seeking a revision of the agreement.  He stated, "I hope that the incident will be settled in a convincing manner through the improved application of the SOFA."  


Ambassador Baker held a meeting with Foreign Minister Tanaka for about 40 minutes.  During the meeting he expressed regret over the incident and then conveyed to her the U.S. consent to transfer the custody of the suspect to the Japanese side.  The Ambassador said, "U.S.-Japan relations are too important to be damaged by this incident – not just for the sake of our two countries but for the world.  The Foreign Minister responded, "The Japanese side is also well aware of the importance of the human rights of the suspect and handling him in a fair and humanitarian manner."  


According to MOFA, Japan's request for not allowing the presence of a U.S.-chosen interpreter was met as a result of coordination between the Governments of Japan and the U.S.  However, a final agreement was reached under the condition that the following two requests filed by the U.S. be met: (1) questioning time should be no more than 10 hours a day; and (2) consideration should be given to requests for visits by related U.S. personnel.  


After the meeting with Foreign Minister Tanaka, the Ambassador released a statement on the handling of the suspect, "We are satisfied with Japan's assurance that the suspect will be treated in a fair and humanitarian manner throughout custody."  The Foreign Minister told reporters, "We are obliged to prove not only to the U.S. but also to the world that Japanese police and justice authorities are fair and humane in their investigations."  


Regarding the presence of a U.S.-chosen interpreter, Foreign Minister Tanaka had conveyed a positive stance, considering that the request is an issue of a humanitarian standpoint and human rights, when she met with Ambassador Baker on the evening of the 5th.  But the National Police Agency (NPA) strongly opposed complying with such a request, citing as reasons concerns about a possible leakage of information on investigations and a possibility of other foreigners committing crimes, the number of whom are now on the sharp rise, demanding similar treatment in the future.  With the Prime Minister's residential office (Kantei) supporting the NPA's stand, the U.S. request for the presence of an interpreter it had chosen was in the end turned down.  

(01070902yk)

(11)  Japan, U.S. to consult on smooth handover of suspects; Government to explore improvements in SOFA's practical application

SANKEI  (Page 3)  (Full)

July 8, 2001


The government has now decided to further improve the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) in its practical application due to the U.S. military's delayed handover of a U.S. Air Force sergeant to Japanese investigative authorities in a recent rape case that took place in Okinawa Prefecture.  However, Okinawa Prefecture and opposition parties are strongly calling for revising SOFA itself.  Its modality will likely turn into a point at issue during U.S. Secretary of State Powell's scheduled visit to Japan from July 23.


Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi indicated on the night of July 6 that the incident this time would not be turned into a precedent, adding instead that he hopes for an "understandable settlement" with SOFA's improved application.


In the incident this time, the U.S. military suspect was turned over to the local police four days after an arrest warrant was issued for the suspect.  Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda attributed the delay primarily to the Japanese and U.S. sides' lack of understanding on each other's circumstances, such as differences between the two countries' respective judicial systems.  In SOFA's practicability, however, the U.S. side is to "favorably consider" the Japanese side's requests for the U.S. military's pre-indictment transfer of suspects to Japanese authorities, and similar cases are expected to arise in the future as well.


Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe therefore pointed out in a town meeting held in Akita Prefecture that a suspect in a serious criminal case must be turned over to Japan's investigative authorities immediately.  In intergovernmental consultations to be held between Japan and the United States from now on, the focus will likely be on the propriety of expanding the scope of crimes applicable to suspect transfer and on how to carry out smooth handover.


However, Defense Agency Director General Gen Nakatani is positive about revising SOFA's provisions.  Besides, Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka has also hinted at looking into the possibility of amending SOFA in response to proposals from the opposition parties, including Democratic Party of Japan (Minshuto) Secretary General Kan.  The House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs, which has recently conducted a fact-finding survey in Okinawa, is now considering adopting a resolution seeking to review SOFA.


In view of a balance with South Korea and NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) members, it would be difficult for the United States to revise its SOFA pact with Japan.  But if such opinions gain strength, Prime Minister Koizumi would likely find it difficult to deal with the matter.

(01070903im)
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