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This image, like that on
the front cover, was
created by draping
two-dimensional maps
onto a virtual surface
created from elevation
data. Here, the overlay
of the Jasper Ridge
vegetation communities
map onto an aerial black-
and-white photograph of
greater Palo Alto
emphasizes the contrast
between the protected
lands of the Preserve
and its urbanized
surroundings. A satellite
image of the East Bay
was draped over that
portion of the virtual
surface. Across the Bay,
Mount Diablo juts into
the skyline, with the
Central Valley behind it.
(On the Preserve, portions
of San Francisquito Creek
are hidden behind hills
in the projection depicted
in this 3-dimensional
map.) This image was
created by John Fay on
the Jasper Ridge GIS at
Stanford’s Center for
Conservation Biology.

Ecology research by E. Binney Girdler


