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The History of Women and Medicine in the United States

This course explores ideas about women’s bodies in sickness and health, as well as women’s encounters with lay and professional healers, in the United States from the eighteenth century to the present.  We begin with healthy women and explore ideas about women’s life cycle in the past, including the social construction of women’s bodies and physical limitations, women’s sexuality, the history of birth control, abortion, childbirth, menopause and aging.  We then turn to the history of women healers including midwives, lay physicians, the entrance of women into the medical profession, and nursing. Finally, we examine women’s illnesses and their treatment in the past, and consider the relationship between symptoms and women’s changing roles in society. Throughout the course, we will examine differences in women’s experience with medicine on the basis of race, ethnicity, sexuality and class. We will relate this history to issues in contemporary medicine, and consider the efforts of women to gain control of their health care throughout this historical period.

Requirements:  

1. A two-page critical comment on the readings for each class meeting, except for December 4, the last week.

2. A ten to twelve page research paper due in my office at noon, December 11, on a topic approved by me by October 23.

Grading:  Critical comments: 


40%


    Research paper:     


40%


    Participation in class discussion     20%

Books and Materials: 

The following required text is available for purchase at the Stanford Bookstore:  Judith Walzer Leavitt, Women and Health in America, 2nd Edition

Regina Morantz-Sanchez, Sympathy and Science: Women Physicians in American Medicine   2nd Edition

A required course reader is available for purchase from me in class.



HPST 156: History of Women and Medicine in U.S.





Course Outline
September 24:  Introduction: The social construction of women’s bodies


 Women’s health and medical advancement

October 1: Approaches to the History of Women and Medicine 

Readings: Charles Rosenberg, “Medicine, Meaning and Social Change in Nineteenth Century America,” course reader

Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, “Witches Healers and Gentleman Doctors,” course reader

           Women and Health in the 17th and 18th Centuries

Readings: Dayton, “Taking the Trade: Abortion and Gender Relations” Leavitt, 1

Ulrich, “The Living Mother of a Living Child…” Leavitt, ch. 3

October 8:  Women and Health in the Nineteenth Century

Readings:  Morantz-Sanchez,  Sympathy and Science, chapters 2, 8

Garfinkel, “A Quaker Women’s Experience of Breast Cancer,” Leavitt, ch. 4

Rosenberg and Smith-Rosenberg, “The Female Animal: Medical and Biological 

Views of Woman and Her Role in 19th Century,” Leavitt, ch. 6

Herndl, “The Invisible (Invalid) Woman: African-American Women, Illness, and Nineteenth -Century Narrative,” Leavitt, ch.7

October 15:  Body Image and Sexuality

Readings: Brumberg, “Something Happens to Girls:” Menarche and the…Hygienic Imperative,” Leavitt, ch. 8

Lowe, “From Robust Appetites to Calorie Counting,” Leavitt, ch.9

Freedman and D’Emilio, Intimate Matters, chapters 4, 5, course reader

Diggs, “Romantic Friends…Representations of Lesbian Pathology…” Leavitt, 11

Lunbeck, “Progressive Psychiatrists and the Hypersexual Female,” Leavitt, 12

October 22: Fertility, Abortion and Birth Control

Readings:  Gordon, “Voluntary Motherhood: Feminist Birth Control Ideas,” Leavitt, ch. 13

           Feminist Studies/HPST 244: History of Women and Medicine in the U.S.


Reagan, “…Investigations of Abortion…” Leavitt, ch. 14


Rodrigue, “The Black Community and Birth Control,” Leavitt, ch. 15


Tone, “Contraceptive Consumers…” Leavitt, ch. 16

October 29: Childbirth and Motherhood

Readings: Leavitt, “Under the Shadow of Maternity…” Leavitt, ch. 17


Carson, “And the Results Show Promise…” Leavitt, ch. 18


Solinger, “... Black and White Illegitimate Babies,” Leavitt, ch.19

            Gawande, “The Score: How childbirth went industrial”

November 5: Women and Mental Illness

Readings: Showalter, The Female Malady, ch. 2, 5, 8 in course reader


Abelson, “The Invention of Kleptomania,” Leavitt, ch. 20


Theriot, “Diagnosing Unnatural Motherhood: Nineteenth-Century Physicians and 


“Puerperal Insanity,” Leavitt, ch.21

November 12:  Midwives and Nurses


Readings: Borst, “The Training and Practice of Midwives,” Leavitt, ch. 22


Smith, “White Nurses, Black Midwives and Public Health…” Leavitt, ch. 23


Reverby, “Private Duty Nursing in Boston, 1873-1920,” Leavitt, ch. 24

Abel and Reifel, “Interactions Between Public Health Nurses and Clients on American Indian Reservations…” Leavitt, ch. 26

November 19:  Thanksgiving

November 26:  Women Physicians; Current Issues: Women’s Health Movement, Recent                         

            Medical Research on Women


Readings: Morantz-Sanchez, Sympathy and Science, ch. 3,4,5, 6, 9, 

Tomes, “Spreading the Germ Theory,” Leavitt, ch. 32

December 3: Current Issues: Women’s Health Movement, Medical Research on Women


Readings: Morantz-Sanchez, Sympathy and Science, ch.11, 12

Solinger, “A Complete Disaster: Hospital Abortion Committees,” Leavitt 35


Our Bodies, Our Selves, Preface and Introduction, 2nd and 3rd Edition


Readings: Frances Conley, Walking Out on the Boys, selections, handout

December 10:  Paper due at noon, in Sweet Hall 210

