











INTERSEM

In 1985, thanks to the efforts of Jack
Kollmann, Executive Director of the
UC Berkeley Center for Slavic and
East European Studies, the Berkeley-
Stanford Interdisciplinary Seminar
in Russian, Soviet, and East
European Studies (INTERSEM) was
born. Intersem is a graduate student
seminar devoted to serious discus-
sion of topics in the area. All
disciplines are welcome.

The first meeting was held in
November of 1985, at which time
participants discussed recently pub-
lished articles on the early Bolshevik
regime. Subsequent meetings in
1986 included a discussion led by
Professor Edward J. Brown of Stan-
ford of the book, When Russia
Learned to Read: Literacy and Popular
Literature, 1861-1917, by Jeffrey
Brooks. In March, Dr. Vera Dunham
of Columbia University read and
interpreted selections of contempo-
rary Soviet poetry. In April, a
session was held with Professor
Daniel Brower of the University of
California, Davis, concerning his
paper, “The Smolensk Scandal and
the End of NEP”

In 1987, Denise Youngblood, Assis-
tant to the Executive Director of the
AAASS, led a discussion of the film
“Moscow Does Not Believe in Tears.”
In April, Dr. Vladimir Padunov, a
Fellow at the Institute of Current
World Affairs, and Dr. Nancy Con-
dee, Wheaton College, gave a
presentation on “The Politics of Cul-
ture Under Gorbachev.”

During the same month, Philip
Taubman and Felicity Barringer, of
the New York Times, came to
Stanford, and among their activities,
led a seminar on “Reporting from
Moscow.” Both journalists are Stan-
ford alumni. Mr. Taubman is
currently Moscow Bureau Chief for
the Times.

The Intersem expects to continue
next year. Traditionally, the meetings
include dinner followed by discus-
sion. Meetings alternate between the
two campuses. All interested
parties are invited to call Barbara
Voytek for further information.

The Center sponsored the First ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES IN SOVIET
STUDIES in April of 1987. The guest speaker was Alec Nove, Professor
Emeritus and Honorary Senior Research Fellow of the Institute of Soviet and
East European Studies at the University of Glasgow. The series, entitled
“Soviet Economic Reform: What, Why and Whither?” consisted of four lec-
tures, delivered over a period of two weeks. These were entitled, “What
Needs Reforming?”’; “The Ghost of Reforms Past”; “Gorbachev’s Reform
Agenda”; and “Reality and Prospect.”

The annual lecture series in Soviet Studies is a new venture for the Center.
It is planned to continue in the same format to provide a discussion of an
important contemporary topic dealing with the Soviet Union.

Rada Curlin: Moje selo Vojka

New Theme House on
Stanford Campus

Beginning in the fall of 1987, there will be a SLAVIC THEME HOUSE on
the Stanford campus. The Center supported the idea of a theme house since
its inception by a number of hardworking undergraduates who put
together the proposal that convinced the Dean of Student Affairs for Resi-
dential Education. These students include James Driscoll, Karin Elliot, Hilary
LaMonte, Cam Litsey and Darlene Reddaway, authors of the proposal. Resi-
dent Fellow will be Jehanne von Stamwitz, graduate student in Slavic. She
and her husband, Paul, will oversee activities at the new house including
informai discussions with faculty and visitors as well as a series of “mini-
courses” planned for next year. They are being assisted by Jamie Driscoll,
Resident Associate, and an enthusiastic group of Theme Associates.

The Center is looking forward to a close association with the residents and
programs of the Slavic House and welcomes inquiries about scheduled
events and its support.
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For our next Newsletter, THE CENTER FOR RUSSIAN AND EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES at Stanford University would like to hear from
you. Please take a minute to complete the following and return to: CREES, Building 200, Stanford University, Stanford CA 94305-2024.

Thank you.
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City State Zip

Would you like to continue to receive the Newsletter?

Degree(s) from Stanford and Year(s)

Major(s)

Other Degrees (place and year)

Occupation/Professional Activities

(Please feel free to use separate sheet to provide more information.)
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