






studies, and so forth. Contributions 
to the conference were made by pro­
fessors from Berkeley, Stanford, 
and other institutions in the fields 
of political science, language and lit­
erature, history, and other 
disciplines. 

On the occasion of the thirtieth 
anniversary of the Hungarian Revo­
lution, the Center sponsored a 
conference in October, 1986, entitled, 
HUNGARY 1956-1986: THIRTY 
YEARS OF EASTERN EUROPE. 
The two-day conference encom­
passed four sessions: "October 1956 
- Recalled and Remembered;" "The 
Perdurable Themes: Hungary 1956; 
Czechoslovakia 1968; Poland 1980/81;" 
"Eastern Europe 1956-1986;" and 
"Alternative Western Policies 
and Approaches to Eastern Europe:' 
Speakers and discussants included: 
Peter Kenez, University of Califor­
nia, Santa Cruz; Gyorgy Bence, 
Institute on East Central Europe, 
Columbia; Bera Kiraly; Andrew Janos 
and Kenneth Jowitt, University of 
California, Berkeley; Janos Radvanyi, 
Mississippi State; Alex Pravda, 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, London; Joseph Rothschild 
and Charles Gati, Columbia; Jane 
Curry, Santa Clara University; Peter 
Hardi, Institute for East-West 
Security Studies; Sarah Terry, Tufts; 
Andrzej Korbonski, University of 
California, Los Angeles, and RAND; 
Nathaniel Davis, Harvey Mudd 
College; Bennett Kovrig, University 
of Toronto; and Rudolf Tokes, 
University of Connecticut. The con­
ference was made possibly by a 
generous gift from Mrs. and Mr. 
John J. Rado of Los Altos Hills. 

On April 3-4, 1987, the Center co­
sponsored the eleventh annual 
Berkeley-Stanford Conference with 
the Center for Slavic and East Euro­
pean Studies (UC Berkeley), and the 
Berkeley-Stanford Program on Soviet 
International Behavior. The subject 
of the event was REFORMING 
SOCIALIST SYSTEMS: THE CHI­
NESE AND SOVIET EXPERI­
ENCES. Held at Berkeley, the con­
ference comprised nine sessions: 
"The Evolution of Socialist Systems;" 
"Approaches to Reform;" "Reform­
ing a Command Economy;" "The 
Socio-political Dimensions of 
Reform;" "Cultural Reform;" "Re­
form and National Security;" "The 
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International Context of Reform;" 
"The International Consequences of 
Reform;" and "Prospects, Scope, 
Limits and Implications." Speakers 
and discussants from both the 
Berkeley and Stanford campuses, as 
well as from other institutions in the 
U.S. and the United Kingdom, par­
ticipated in the program which filled 
two intensive days. A summary of 
the proceedings is being published 
by the Berkeley-Stanford Program 
on Soviet International Behavior. It 
will be available through the Center 
for Slavic and East European Studies 
at Berkeley. 

The final conference of the year 
was held on May 29, 1987, in honor 
of the BICENTENNIAL OF THE 
BIRTH OF VUK STEFANOVIC 
KARADZIC, an important Yugoslav 
figure who was responsible for far­
reaching reforms of the Serbian lan­
guage. The span of Vuk Karadzic's 
interests and expertise was made 
clear during the conference, which 
entailed sessions on various aspects 
of his works: Wayne Vucinich 
introduced the day with "Karadzic 
- His Life and Times;" Dimitrije 
Djordjevic, University of California, 
Santa Barbara - "Karadzic as Histo­
rian;" Ronelle Alexander, 
University of California, Berkeley­
"Karadzic and Language Reform;" 

Proficiency 
Workshop at 
Stanford 
In April 1987, a two-day Foreign 
Language Teaching for Proficiency 
workshop was held at Stanford for 
Secondary and Post-Secondary 
School Teachers of Russian, German, 
French and Spanish. The workshop 
was based on language proficiency 
guidelines that have been developed 
by the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL). It addressed the 
application of the guidelines (which 
identify stages of proficiency) to the 
teaching of speaking, writing, read­
ing and listening. General 

Mary P. Coote, San Francisco Theo­
logical Seminary - "Karadzic as 
Ethnographer;" Milos Velimirovic, 
University of Virginia - "Karadzic 
as Folklorist;" Michael B. Petrovich, 
University of Wisconsin - "Karadiic 
and Serbian Nationalism." Discus­
sants included Charles Ferguson, 
Stanford University; Gale 
Stokes, Rice University; and Barisa 
Krekic, University of California, Los 
Angeles. The conference was made 
possible by income from the Steve P. 
Rados Fund, an endowment estab­
lished at Stanford for Slavic Studies 
by the Rados Family. 

presentations on techniques appro­
priate for the teaching of these skills 
were supplemented by practical 
language-specific exercises. Sessions 
were led by Professor Irene 
Thompson (George Washington Uni­
versity), Professor Sandra 
Rosengrant (Portland State Univer­
Sity), and Kathryn Henry (Stanford 
University), all of whom are certified 
ACTFL oral proficiency testers in 
Russian and have done specialized 
work on teaching for proficiency. 

Dr. Patricia Mueller-Vollmer of the 
Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures at Stanford was the 
organizer and moderator. The work­
shop was made possible by a grant 
from the Department of Education 
Title VI. A similar event is planned 
for the spring of 1988. 



INTERSEM
 

In 1985, thanks to the efforts of Jack 
Kollmann, Executive Director of the 
UC Berkeley Center for Slavic and 
East European Studies, the Berkeley­
Stanford Interdisciplinary Seminar 
in Russian, Soviet, and East 
European Studies (INTERSEM) was 
born. Intersem is a graduate student 
seminar devoted to serious discus­
sion of topics in the area. All 
disciplines are welcome. 

The first meeting was held in 
November of 1985, at which time 
participants discussed recently pub­
lished articles on the early Bolshevik 
regime. Subsequent meetings in 
1986 included a discussion led by 
Professor Edward J. Brown of Stan­
ford of the book, When Russia 
Learned to Read: Literacy and Popular 
Literature, 1861-1917, by Jeffrey 
Brooks. In March, Dr. Vera Dunham 
of Columbia University read and 
interpreted selections of contempo­
rary Soviet poetry. In April, a 
session was held with Professor 
Daniel Brower of the University of 
California, Davis, concerning his 
paper, 'The Smolensk Scandal and 
the End of NEP." 

In 1987, Denise Youngblood, Assis­
tant to the Executive Director of the 
AAASS, led a discussion of the film 
"Moscow Does Not Believe in Tears." 
In April, Dr. Vladimir Padunov, a 
Fellow at the Institute of Current 
World Affairs, and Dr. Nancy Con­
dee, Wheaton College, gave a 
presentation on "The Politics of Cul­
ture Under Gorbachev." 

During the same month, Philip 
Taubman and Felicity Barringer, of 
the New York Times, came to 
Stanford, and among their activities, 
led a seminar on "Reporting from 
Moscow." Both journalists are Stan­
ford alumni. Mr. Taubman is 
currently Moscow Bureau Chief for 
the Times. 

The Intersem expects to continue 
next year. Traditionally, the meetings 
include dinner followed by discus­
sion. Meetings alternate between the 
two campuses. All interested 
parties are invited to call Barbara 
Voytek for further information. 

The Center sponsored the First ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES IN SOVIET 
STUDIES in April of 1987. The guest speaker was Alec Nove, Professor 
Emeritus and Honorary Senior Research Fellow of the Institute of Soviet and 
East European Studies at the University of Glasgow. The series, entitled 
"Soviet Economic Reform: What, Why and Whither?" consisted of four lec­
tures, delivered over a period of two weeks. These were entitled, "What 
Needs Reforming?"; "The Ghost of. Reforms Past"; "Gorbachev's Reform 
Agenda"; and "Reality and Prospect." 

The annual lecture series in Soviet Studies is a new venture for the Center. 
It is planned to continue in the same format to provide a discussion of an 
important contemporary topic dealing with the Soviet Union. 

Rada Curtin: Maje sera Vajka 

New Theme House on 
Stanford Campus 
Beginning in the fall of 1987, there will be a SLAVIC THEME HOUSE on 
the Stanford campus. The Center supported the idea of a theme house since 
its inception by a number of hardworking undergraduates who put 
together the proposal that convinced the Dean of Student Affairs for Resi­
dential Education. These students include James Driscoll, Karin Elliot, Hilary 
LaMonte, Cam Litsey and Darlene Reddaway, authors of the proposal. Resi­
dent Fellow will be Jehanne von Stamwitz, graduate student in Slavic. She 
and her husband, Paul, will oversee activities at the new house including 
informai discussions with faculty and visitors as well as a series of "mini­
courses" planned for next year. They are being assisted by Jamie Driscoll, 
Resident Associate, and an enthusiastic group of Theme Associates. 

The Center is looking forward to a close association with the residents and 
programs of the Slavic House and welcomes inquiries about scheduled 
events and its support. 
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