Wed.,, 2:

15-4:05 (TBA), 160-B37 Prof. Gregory Freidin
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OsiP Mandelstam:

The Modernist Paradigm & the Russian Expcricncc

8/31/10

Slavic 272

The focus of the seminar is Osip Mandelstam’s oeuvre as an expression of Russian modernism and
the Russian (and Soviet) experience; the chief aim is a close reading of his poetry and prose in
context (contemporary poetry, cultural trends and schools, modernization and politics, criticism and
scholarship — and, of course, twentieth-century experience). We shall explore: Mandelstam’s
background in Russian Symbolism (lvanov, Bely, Blok, Annensky, Kuzmin); Acmeism/Futurism;
Mandelstam's reception in contemporary letters, scholarship, and history; the role of poetry in
modern Russian culture and civil religion (poet as citizen and martyr); Mandelstam's Acmeism and
the cultural paradigm of Soviet civilization; construction of a poet's biography and contemporary
cultural theory (sociology, psychoanalysis, Formalism, Bakhtin); Mandelstam and the
Russian/Soviet/post-Soviet experience ( 1900s to Sots-Art, Timur Kibirov, Sergei Gandlevsky).

Editions: With the exception of a few translation of Mandelstam’s prose and criticism, and one short
biography in English (at the bookstore), the seminar will rely on the editions placed on reserve at

Green and the Slavic Department library. A selected bibliography is to be distributed in class.

Open to graduate students and advanced undergraduates who are familiar with and have a strong
interest in Russian literary history, Russian and/or modernist poetry.

Language: knowledge of Russian (three ears or equivalent) is highly desirable but not absolutely
necessary.

Requirements:
1. Ashort essay on a poem (3-5 pp. or 800-1200 words, due Oct. 18)
2. Ashort essay on a prose piece (approx. 800-1200 words, due Nov. 8)

3. Avreview of a recent monograph on Mandelstam (800-1200 words, due. Nov. 29).

NB: Please note that session VIII will be rescheduled for Monday or Tuesday, Nov. 15 or 16.
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Session
& Date

l.
Sept. 22

Sept. 29

.
Oct. 6

Oct. 13

8/31/10

Mandelstam: The Modernist Paradigm and the Russian Experience Fall 2010

Readings and Discussion Topics

Introduction: Mandelstam and the Modernist Paradigm
Chronology and Periodization

Q Editions and Publication; Memoirs and Scholarship; Approaches to Mandelstam
Q Mandelstam and the Modernist Paradigm, Western and Russian
O KameHb. NepBas KHura ctuxos (1913). From Symbolism to Post-Symbolism

Reading: Poems «3BYK OCTOPOXHbIit...», «[lJaHo mHe Teno», «Silentium» (1910), «Aira-
Codusa», «Notre Damen.

Mandelstam’s Early Poetry and Prose in the Context of Russian Modernism and the 1905
Revolution, Revolt Against Symbolism

Q Bexu (The Signposts, ed. M.O. Gershenzon)

Q Crisis of Symbolism (Briusov, Bely, Vyach. lvanov, Blok, Kuzmin)

O Uex noatos (Poets' Guild) and Emergence of Acmeism (Gumilev, Akhmatova,
Mandelstam, Zenkevich, Narbut)

Q Futurist and Acmeist manifestoes

Reading: Mandelstam’s first books of poetry (KameHo, 1913 and 1916);
Essays: «®paHcya BunnoH» «YTpo AKkmeunsma», «O cobecegHuke»
Background: Symolism and Its Manifestoes

Patterns of Identity and Cultural Archetypes. A Comparative Perspective: Mandelstam,
Akhmatova, Gumilev, Mayakovsky

Reading: KameHb (the second book of poetry, 1916)

Essay «[TywWwKnH n CKpabun»

Selections of the new “city” poems from Akhmatova, Gumilev, Mayakovsky
Background: City in Briusov, Blok, Bely, and Annensky

Ontogeny Recapitulates Phylogeny: Mandelstam Tristia (War, Revolution, and Uses of
Antiquity)

Reading: Tristia (1921)

Reading: «Rome» poems, «3BepuHeL», «Koraa oKTA6PbCKMIA HaM FOTOBUA BPEMEHLLINKY,
The poems of Tristia («CymepKkn cBoboabl», :[ekabpucty», «Mcaakuin noa GpaTon monoyHom
6enn3HbI»

Essays: «lNeTp Yaagaes», «Cnoso un kKynbTypa», «O npupoge cnosa»

Optional: monographs by Broyde, Ronen, and Taranovsky; A Coat of Many Colors.
Timenchik, «3amemku 06 akmeusme» |, Il, and Il
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Oct. 18

Oct. 20

VI.
Oct. 27

VII.
Nov. 3

Nov. 8

VIII.
Nov. 10

Nov. 15
Monday

Nov. 29

Dec. 1
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Mandelstam: The Modernist Paradigm and the Russian Experience Fall 2010

First paper (analysis of a poem) is due

1921-25: Discontinuities and Conjunctions. Contemporary Reception. Mandelstam and
Futurism Revisited

Poetry: «KoHuepT Ha BOK3ane», «Bek», «pudenpvHas oga», «1 aHBapsa 1924»
Read/Review: O. Ronen, Ronen, O. An Approach to Mandel's"tam. Jerusalem, 1984.

Mandelstam the Critic: On Poetry (1928), the Puzzle of Alexander Blok , and a
Conversation About Dante (Dialogue with the Formalists and Bakhtin’s Circle)

Read/Review: O noa3uu, «Apmua noatos», «KoHel, PomaHa», Pazzosop o fJaHme (On

Poetry, «An Army of Poets», «The End of the Novel», Conversation About Dante)

Memories and Surrender: The Noise of Time and The Egyptian Stamp

(Mandelstam, Konstantin Vaginov, Zoshchenko, IIf and Petrov and Self-Image of Russian
Intelligentsia)

Reading: LLlym spemeHu, Ezunemckas mapka, Yemsepmas lNpo3a

Second paper (analysis of a prose piece) is due

Moscow Notebooks: Mandelstam and the Culture of the First Five-Year Plan

Prose: MNMyTtewectaue B ApmeHuto (Journey to Armenia), selections

Poetry: Mockosckue mempadu («Ewe ganeko mHe oo natpuapxa», «KBapTupa Tuxa, Kak
6ymara», «Ha cmepTb AHgpes benoro», «CTUXM O pycCKOM No33nu,» « BocbmucTmwng,»
«Mbl }XnBem, nog coboto He YyA CTpaHbI»)

_Mandelstam and Stalin: The Poet Remembered

Reading: BopoHerkckue TeTpagu (the “Ode” and the Ode Cycle)
Memoirs of Nadezhda Mandelstam and Emma Gershtein

Nov. 22-26 - Thanksgiving Week — No Classes
Book Review is due

Mandelstam, Sots-Art, Timur Kibirov, Sergey Gandlevsky and the Paradigms of
Soviet/Russian Experience



