Study Questions

Week 7

1) Discuss how different definitions of hegemony as an independent variable affects the conclusions and the testing of hegemonic stability theory in Robert Keohane's chapter. 

2) The security dilemma considers the behavior of states with respect to military action. Is there an equivalent dilemma concerning international economic cooperation? If so, what conditions can render it more (or less) pronounced? Use your informed creativity (Tip: Consider Keohane's article). 

3)  Hobbes implies that an international ruler could encourage peace between nations. According to Hobbes' logic, what should we expect in the area of international economic cooperation? Discuss with reference to the various arguments in Keohane's article. 

4)  Discuss the difficulties involved in testing Joanne Gowa's argument that the emergence of free trade coalitions is more probable in a bipolar than in a multipolar system. 

5)  Under which conditions may a powerful state fail to adopt a multilateral approach to international cooperation? Discuss giving empirical examples.  

6)  Which of the games discussed in this week's readings best describes the environmental degradation problems identified by Garrett Hardin? Explain.

7) Garret Hardin argues that "Freedom in a common brings ruin to all." Can you think of an example of an international issue where this statement is NOT true? Explain, considering the article by Feeny et al in your answer.  (Tip: Is nuclear non-proliferation a collective good?)

8)  Discuss the similarities of and differences in the problems states face with regard to cooperation in environmental and trade issues. 

9)  Choose one example of an international issue that can be viewed as a "tragedy of the commons" (for instance, the destruction of the ozone layer). Why has cooperation not arisen? What can be done in order to achieve international cooperation?  

