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Comparing Political Systems

I. COURSE SUMMARY

The underlying purpose of this course is to identify and to explain differences in political life among a set of diverse states. Attention will be focused on the United Kingdom, France, Japan, Russia and India. Although these countries differ on a number of dimensions, we will pay special attention to three outcomes: (1) whether the country is a democracy; (2) whether the country has experienced a social revolution; and (3) whether the country is a (linguistically) homogeneous nation. The dimensions of outcomes along which countries differ will be called "dependent variables." The sources of the differences among our chosen countries on these dimensions are manifold. We shall examine explanations that focus on internal factors (e.g. class alliances within a country) and external factors as well (e.g. degree to which a state is militarily threatened). Those factors that help explain why countries differ on any dimension will be called "independent variables." The essence of explanation in comparative politics is to link theoretically and empirically independent and dependent variables.

II. REQUIREMENTS

1. A short paper (not longer than three pages) due in the political science office before noon on Monday, October 8. The assignment is to read Barrington Moore, chapters 1 and 3, and to answer the following questions in an integrated essay: (a) what is the dependent variable in Moore’s book? (b) What is the principal independent variable that Moore uses to explain the different outcomes in a variety of countries? And (c) in the case of the United States, how does he connect theoretically the independent variable to the dependent variable? This paper will be worth 10 percent of the final grade.

2. Two 3-5 page papers to be announced in lecture. These papers will be based on the required readings. No further research will be necessary. Each of these papers will account for 30 percent of the final grade.

3. A final examination worth 30 percent of the final grade. (Nonetheless, passing the final examination is a necessary condition for passing the course).

III. BOOKS TO PURCHASE

B. Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy

T. Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions

J. Breuilly, Nationalism and the State
IV. LECTURES AND READINGS

Lectures 1-4: Introduction to the Dependent Variables


B. Moore, chap. 3


T. Skocpol, chap. 1


J. Breuilly, chaps. 1-2

Lectures 5-7: United Kingdom

B. Moore, ch. 1


J. Breuilly, pp. 75-88, 319-331

M. Hechter, Internal Colonialism pp. 191-207 (On Reserve)

Lectures 8-10: France

B. Moore, chaps. 2, 7


T. Skocpol, pp. 47-67, 112-128, 174-205


J. Breuilly, pp. 88-95


E. Weber, “Peasants Into Frenchmen”, chap. 6 (On reserve)

Lectures 11-13: Japan

B. Moore, chaps. 5, 8


T. Skocpol, pp. 99-104


J. Breuilly, pp. 240-44


C. Gluck, “Japan's Modern Myths”, ch. VIII (On reserve)

Lectures 14-16: Russia (Soviet Union)

A. Gerschenkron, Economic Backwardness in Comparative Perspective, chaps. 1 and 6 (On reserve)

T. Skocpol, pp. 81-99, 128-140, 206-235


J. Breuilly, chap. 17


D. Laitin “Language and the State: Russia and the Soviet Union in Comparative Perspective” in Alexander J. Motyl, ed.  Thinking Theoretically about Soviet Nationalities (On reserve)

Lectures 17-19: India

B. Moore, chap. 6


D. Laitin, "Language Policy and Political Strategy in India" Policy Sciences 22, 4 (1989), pp. 415-36 (On reserve)

Lecture 20: Conclusion

A. Przeworski Democracy and the Market, chaps. 1-2 (On reserve)


T. Skocpol, pp. 154-157


J. Breuilly, pp. 366-403

