Views of British Neutrality

“It is not known what attitude Great Britain 

will take in the matter [of a continental war]”

Sergei Sazonov – Russian Foreign Minister, July 24, 1914

“In the event of war the English soldiers ask only to fight.  The machine is ready to go: will it be unleashed? Complete uncertainty.”

Alexander Millerand – French Cabinet Member, diary entry, July 1914

“It is by no means certain that Britain will take France’s 

side in a war with Germany.”

Baron Beyens – Belgium’s Ambassador to Germany

“If war came, the interest of Britain required that we should not stand aside, while France fought alone in the West, but must support her.  I knew it to be very doubtful whether the Cabinet, Parliament, and country would take this view on the outbreak of war, and through the whole of this week I had in view the probable contingency that we should not decide at the 

critical moment to support France.”

Sir Edward Grey – British Foreign Minister, reflecting on the July crisis

“The [British] Cabinet was overwhelmingly pacific.  At least three-quarters of its members were determined not to be drawn into a European quarrel, unless Great Britain were herself attacked, which was not likely.  Those who were in this mood were inclined to believe first of all that Austria and Serbia would not come to blows; secondly, that if they did, Russia would not intervene; thirdly if Russia intervened, that Germany would not strike; fourthly, they hoped that if Germany struck at Russia, it ought to be possible for France and Germany to mutually neutralize each other without fighting.  They did not believe that if Germany attacked France, she would attack her through Belgium…”

Winston Churchill – reflecting on the July crisis

