The Origins of the Second World War in Europe

I. Versailles and its problems

II.  German expansion

A.  1935 – open rearmament 

B.  1936 -- re-militarization of the Rhineland 

C.  March 1938 -- annexation of Austria (“Anschluss”)

D.  September 1938 -- the Sudetenland

E.  March 1939 – the rest of Czechoslovakia

F.  September 1939 – Poland

III. Domestic explanations for German expansionism: 

The depression and Hitler

IV. International explanations for German expansionism: Germany’s quest for security and the balance of power

V.  The AJP Taylor debate

