Visions of Offensive War

“the complete defeat of the enemy always serves politics”

German General Colmar von der Goltz, 1889

“Attack is the best defense”

General Alfred von Schlieffen (author of Germany’s war plan)

“The offensive form of war alone… can lead to results, and must therefore always be adopted.”

Marshall Ferdinand Foch (French General, 1914)

“the defensive is never an acceptable role to the Briton, and he makes little or no study of it.”

General W.G. Knox (British Army, 1914)

