“They advanced in line after line, dressed as if on parade, and not a man shirked going through the extremely heavy barrage, or facing the machine gun and rifle fire that finally wiped them out.…  [I] saw the lines which advanced in such admirable order melting away under the fire.  Yet not a man wavered, broke the ranks, or attempted to come back….  [I] have never seen, indeed could never have imagined, such a magnificent display of gallantry, discipline and determination.”

-- British Brigadier General, Battle of the Somme
