The Origins of World War I

I. The Sarajevo Assassination

II. The July Crisis

III. Domestic Causes of the War

A. Anti-democratic motives – The Monarchies

1. Austria-Hungary and the nationalities question

2. Domestic origins of Germany’s WeltPolitik
3. Public opinion in Russia

B. The Democracies – Democratic peace or failure to prevent war?

IV. International Causes of the War -- German Premeditation? 

A. WeltPolitik as a quest for Hegemony

B. WeltPolitik as a quest for Security

V. A Remaining Puzzle

A. Bethmann’s Preferences -- July 1914
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