“In two or three years Russia would have completed her armaments.  The military superiority of our enemies would then be so great that he did not know how we could overcome them.  Today we would still be a match for them.  In his opinion there was no alternative to making preventive war in order to defeat the enemy while we still had a chance of victory.  The Chief of the General Staff therefore proposed that I should conduct a policy with the aim of provoking a war in the near future.”
German foreign minister Gottlieb von Jagow 

recalling a conversation with General Moltke, Chief of the General Staff, May 1914

“The future belongs to Russia which grows and grows and becomes an even greater nightmare to us.”

Bethmann-Hollweg 

(German Chancleor, July 7, 1914)

“I believe a war to be unavoidable, and: the sooner the better”

General Helmuth von Moltke

 (Chief of Germany’s General Staff, July 1914)

