The July Crisis of 1914

Chronology

June 28   Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarajevo

July 5      
The German Kaiser offers Austria the so-called 'blank check'

July 23    The Austrian ultimatum is delivered to the Serbian government

July 25    Serbian reply issued and rejected by Austria / Russia begins “preliminary” mobilization

July 28
    Kaiser proposes “halt in Belgrade” / Austria declares war on Serbia

July 29
    Kaiser urges Nicholas not to mobilize / Russia begins “partial mobilization” (against Austria only)

July 30
    Russia orders full mobilization (against both Germany and Austria) 

               Germany makes a provisional decision to mobilize unless France or Russia 
backs down

July 31
    Germany learns of Russian full mobilization, orders pre-mobilization 

               France orders full mobilization (to begin on Aug 1)

August 1 Germany orders full mobilization / Germany declares war against Russia

August 3 Germany declares war against France

August 4 Germany invades Belgium / Britain declares war against Germany

The Participants

Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand – heir to the throne of Austria- Hungary

Franz Josef - Emperor of Austria-Hungary

Kaiser Wilhelm II – monarch of Germany

Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg – Chancellor of Germany

General Helmuth von Moltke – Chief of Germany’s General Staff

Czar Nicholas II – Monarch of Russia

Sir Edward Grey – British Foreign Secretary

