The Strategy of Terrorism

I. The strategy of terrorism

A. Before 9-11: Clausewitzian terrorists?

B. After 9-11: A new kind of terrorism?

C. Reasons for deterrence failure

II. Nihilism/Violence as an end itself

A. Past precedents – Hitler in 1944(?), Aum Shinrikyo

B.  Al Qaeda’s political goals

1. US withdrawal from the Middle East

2. The overthrow of secular regimes in the Middle East 

III.  Disbelief in retaliation 

A. Past precedents – Germany in WWI/WWII, Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait

B. American responses to past terrorist attacks – “massive retaliation” or mostly hot air?

IV.  Belief that retaliation will not thwart political/military goals

A. Past precedents – Saddam’s refusal to withdraw from Kuwait

B. Al Qaeda’s strategy

1. Casualties

2. Destabilizing Middle Eastern regimes

V. Responses to terrorism

A. Create incentives for states to police their own populations

B. Send clearer signals regarding retaliation

C. Foreign policy retrenchment (Schwartz and Layne)

VI. Conclusions

A. The perils of seeking perfect security in an imperfect world

B. The dilemma of trade-offs in security policy
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