BIN LADEN’S STRATEGY

QUESTION: Al Qaeda is facing now a country that leads the world militarily, politically, technologically… How can al Qaeda defeat America militarily?

BIN LADEN: In the past when al Qaeda fought with the mujahedeen [in Afghanistan], we were told, "How can you defeat the Soviet Union?"  The Soviet Union scared the whole world then.  NATO used to tremble in fear of the Soviet Union.  Where is that power now?  We barely remember it…

We believe that the defeat of America is possible, with the help of God, and is even easier for us, God permitting, than the defeat of the Soviet Union was before.

QUESTION: How can you explain that?

BIN LADEN: We experienced the Americans through our brothers who went into combat against them in Somalia, for example.  We found they had no power worthy of mention…. America exited dragging its tails in failure, defeat, and ruin, caring for nothing.

Osama Bin Laden interview with Al-Jazerra television correspondent, 

October 2001

______________________________

“We have seen in the last decade the … weakness of the American soldier who is ready to wage Cold Wars and unprepared to fight long wars.  This was proven in Beirut when the Marines fled after two explosions.  It also proves they can run in less than 24 hours, and this was also repeated in Somalia.”

Osama Bin Laden interview with ABC News, May 28, 1998

