The Future of Great Power War
I. The long peace (1945-2002) – the absence of great power war

II. Pessimists (Mearsheimer)

A. Bi-polarity vs. multi-polarity

B. Equal vs. unequal distributions of power

C. Nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament and nuclear proliferation

III. Optimists (Van Evera and Mueller)

A. Increasing costs of war

1. Nuclear weapons

2. Economic costs

3. The American presence

B. Decreasing benefits/motives for war

1. Declining value of territory in defense

2. Declining economic value of territorial conquest

C. Peaceful domestic trends

1. The decline of militarism – stronger civilian control over military organizations

2. The spread of democracy

D. The obsolescence of great power war?

IV.  The 1990s: A precedent for peace or too soon to tell?
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