THE INEVITABILITY OF WAR?

Question: What was your assessment of what America would do when you moved on Kuwait?

Tariq Aziz: We were expecting an Israeli aggression or an American aggression or both, during that period, regardless of whether we go to Kuwait or not.  That was our analysis, that was our conviction, that the United States, after the weakening of the Soviet Union… [had] decided to take over this region.  [George Bush] decided to put his hand on the oil reserves.  He couldn't do that successfully without destroying Iraq….

Question: So you knew from the beginning that America was likely to take action?

Aziz: Yes, we had no illusions about that. We thought that attacking them in Kuwait would change the balance in our favor because Kuwait was still being used against us.  Why not attack that which was being used against us?  That could change the balance of power, at least slightly for our favor.

Question: Wasn't this whole saga, a huge mistake for Iraq and here we are five years later and there are still sanctions?  Wasn't it a huge miscalculation?

Aziz: Iraq had no choice but to act as it acted on the 2nd of August 1990.  Either to be destroyed, to be suffocated and strangled inside its territory, or attack the enemy in the outside. That was the calculation, and I think it was a correct one. Correct in the sense that we had no other options.

Question: In August or July 1990, if George Bush had said, 'Do not invade Kuwait or we will fight you', what would you have done?

Aziz: We would have told him, tell the Kuwaitis to stop threatening Iraq, to stop their wrong policies, deliberate wrong policies against Iraq and we will not go to Kuwait, very, very simple.

Question: And if they didn't stop?

Aziz: That means that the war has already started and you have to act.

