IRAQ’S NON-USE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

THE THREATS

“Were Saddam Hussein foolish enough to use weapons of mass destruction, the US response would be absolutely overwhelming and it would be devastating.”

Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney, December 23, 1990

“The United States will not tolerate the use of chemical or biological weapons... The American people would demand the strongest possible response. You and your country will pay a terrible price if you order unconscionable acts of this sort.”

President George Bush, in a letter to Saddam Hussein, January 5, 1991

“If the conflict starts, God forbid, and chemical or biological weapons are used against our forces, the American people would demand vengeance.  We have the means to exact it.  With regard to this part of my presentation this is not a threat, it is a promise.  If there is any use of weapons like that, our objective won’t be only the liberation of Kuwait, but also to the elimination of the current Iraqi regime, and anyone responsible for using those weapons would be held accountable.”

Secretary of State James Baker in a conversation with Iraq Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz, January 9, 1991.

