The Failure of Deterrence or the Failure to Apply Deterrence?

“We really needed some time to come to grips with this basic, fundamental question of our strategic assessment of what this meant. Did it matter that he'd taken Kuwait?”

Richard Cheney, US Secretary of Defense

“To put it bluntly, what we ultimately did, sending half a million people around the world and all that that entailed – that was too big of a thought for people at that first meeting even to think about.  So instead, you had people talking all over the place, many of whom were talking about how we could live with this.”

Richard Haas, Director of Near East Affairs, National Security Council

“I don’t see the senior leadership taking us into armed conflict for the events of the last twenty-four hours.  The American people do not want their young dying for $1.50 gallon of oil.’”

General Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

at an NSC meeting on August 2nd, 1990

