IRAQ’S NON USE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

A DETERRENCE SUCCESS?

“We told him [Saddam] very clearly that should he use chemical weapons they will use their nuclear weapons.  You saw for yourselves that Iraq used these chemical weapons on Iran because Iran did not have a nuclear deterrent force.

I do not think that Saddam was capable of taking a decision to use chemical weapons or biological weapons… against the allied troops, because the warning was quite severe, and quite effective.  The allied troops were certain to use nuclear arms and the price will be too dear and too high.”

Gen. Wafic Al Sammarai, Chief of Iraqi Military Intelligence 

during the Gulf War

______________

Question: Why didn't you use your chemical weapons?

Tariq Aziz: Well, we didn't think it wise to use them.

Question: Can you tell me in more detail....?

Aziz: That's all I can say.  It was not wise to use such kind of weapons in such kind of war, with such an enemy.

Question: Because they [the Americans] had nuclear weapons?

Aziz: You can make your own conclusions...

Interview with Iraqi Foreign Minster Tariq Aziz
