Responses to Nuclear Proliferation

I. Realist/Security perspectives

A. Encourage proliferation

B. Security Guarantees

II. Norms and incentives: international treaties

A. The Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT)

1. reinforce/extend the norm against proliferation

2. create positive incentives for nuclear restraint

3. promote transparency

B. Can the NPT be enforced?

III. Organizational responses to proliferation

A. Persuasion – teaching the lessons of nuclear history 

B. Managing the dangers of nuclear proliferation 

IV. Nuclear disarmament

A. The problem of verification

V.  Missile defenses

A. Missile defenses from then to now

1. the 70s – Safeguard

2. the 80s – SDI (Star Wars)

3. today – National Missile Defense (NMD)

B. The current threat – “rogue states” and the Rumsfeld commission report

VI. Problems of NMD

A. Technical difficulties

B. Responses to missile defenses – the “fallacy of the last move”

1. increase offensive forces

2. decoys and countermeasures

3. alternative means of delivery

C. Could NMD make us less secure?  

1. more weapons 

2. first strikes and crisis instability

3. opportunity costs

