STRATEGY, WAR, AND POLITICS

TODAY’S LECTURE:

“Consequences of Proliferation”
QUOTES OF THE DAY

“[Nuclear] war is not a possible policy for rational men.  We know this, but we dare not assume that others would not yield to the temptation science is now placing in their hands.”

Harry S. Truman, 1953

"There are some people that will be deterred by the fact that we have nuclear weapons, but those people are the folks we can deal with anyway….  [Nuclear] deterrence doesn't work outside of the Russian-U.S. context, Saddam Hussein showed that."

General Charles Horner, 

commander U.S. air operations in the Gulf War, 1994

“I once debated this issue with a foreign statesman.  He believed that if there was an atomic war, the entire human race would be annihilated.  I said, if worse came to worst, one half would die, and there would still be one half left.  But [I said] imperialism would be razed to the ground and the whole world would become socialist!  After a number of years [the world’s population] would get back to 2.7 billion, and it is certain to go beyond even that.”

Mao Zedong, 1957

“Everybody except Mao was thinking about how to avoid [nuclear] war…”

Nikita Khrushchev

