THOUGHTS OF PREVENTIVE WAR IN THE UNITED STATES

“Give me the order to do it and I can break up Russia’s five A-bomb nests in a week… And when I went up to Christ, I think I could explain to him that I had saved civilization.”

Major General Orvil Anderson,

Commandant of the Air War College, 1950

“Prior to entering the second period of time [when the Soviet Union would have the nuclear forces needed to destroy the United States] if our objectives have not been achieved by means short of general war, it will be necessary to adopt other measures.  We must recognize this time of decision, or, we will continue blindly down a suicidal path and arrive at a situation in which we have entrusted our survival to the whims of a small group of proven barbarians.  If we believe it unsafe, unwise or immoral to gamble that the enemy will tolerate our existence under this circumstance, we must be militarily prepared to support such decisions as might involve general war.”

General Nathan Twining, Chief of Staff of the US Air Force, 1953

