NUCLEAR WEAPONS SAFETY

IN NEW NUCLEAR STATES

The inspectors found out one other thing about the Iraqi bomb [design] – it is highly unstable.  The design calls for cramming so much weapons-grade uranium into the core, they say, that the bomb would inevitably be on the verge of going off – even while sitting on the workbench.  “It could go off if a rifle bullet hit it,” one inspector says, adding: “I wouldn’t want to be around if it fell off the edge of this desk.”

From the New York Times Magazine
