AGAINST PREVENTIVE WAR

“No matter how well prepared for war we may be, no matter how certain we are that within 24 hours we could destroy Kuibyshev and Moscow and Leningrad and Baku and all the other places that would allow the Soviets to carry on war, I want you to carry this question home with you: Gain such a victory, and what do you do with it?  Here would be a great area from the Elbe to Vladivostok and down through Southeast Asia torn up and destroyed without government, without its communications, just an area of starvation and disaster.  I ask you what would the civilized world do about it?  I repeat there is no victory in any war except through our imaginations, through our dedication, and through our work to avoid it.”

Dwight Eisenhower, to a gathering of military officers, 1954

