NUCLEAR PRESTIGE

“ France without world responsibility would be unworthy of herself, especially in the eyes of Frenchmen.  It is for this reason that she disapproves of NATO, which denies her a share in decision-making and which is confined to Europe.  It is for this reason too that she intends to provide herself with an atomic armament.  Only in this way can our defense and foreign policy be independent, which we prize above everything else.”

Charles De Gaulle, 1959

