NORMS AGAINST NUCLEAR WEAPONS

“In order to maintain international peace and stability, it is essential to further promote disarmament efforts and to strengthen the regime for the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  In particular, Japan [should] vigorously emphasize the importance for the international community of promoting realistic and steady efforts for nuclear disarmament with the aim of realizing a world free of nuclear weapons. As the only country to have suffered nuclear devastation, Japan has been making precisely this appeal to the international community as a top priority in accordance 

with its own philosophy.”
Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto,

speaking before the General Assembly of the United Nations, 1996
