SECURITY AND THE BOMB

Roosevelt:  “Alex, what you are after is to see that the 

Nazis don’t blow us up.”

Alex Sachs: “Precisely.”

Roosevelt (to an aid): “This requires action.”

Conversation between President Roosevelt and his advisor,

Alex Sachs, October 1941

“A single demand of you comrades… Provide us with atomic weapons in the shortest possible time.  You know that Hiroshima has shaken the whole world.  The balance has been destroyed.  Provide the bomb –

it will remove a great danger from us.”

Stalin, in a letter to Igor Kurchatov, 

head of the Soviet atomic weapons program

August 1945

