STRATEGY, WAR, AND POLITICS

TODAY’S LECTURE: 

“Korea, Vietnam and the Strategy of Containment”
QUOTES OF THE DAY

“We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent on the well-being of other nations, far away. We have learned that we must live as men, and not as ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger. We have learned to be citizen's of the world, members of the human community.”

President Franklin Roosevelt, fourth Inaugural Address, 1945

“If aggression were allowed to succeed in Korea, it would be an open invitation to new acts of aggression elsewhere… We cannot hope to maintain our own freedom if freedom elsewhere is wiped out.”

Harry S. Truman, 1950

“You have a row of dominoes set up; you knock over the first one, and what will happen to the last one is that it will go over very quickly.”

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1954

“If the question is raised whether this kind of “face” [a country’s reputation] is worth fighting over, the answer is that this is one of the few things worth fighting over.  Few parts of the world are intrinsically worth the risk of serious war by themselves, especially when taken slice by slice, but defending them or running risks to protect them may preserve one’s commitments to action in other parts of the world and at later times…  We lost 30 thousand dead in Korea to save face for the United States… not to save South Korea for the South Koreans, and it was undoubtedly worth it.”
Thomas Schelling, political scientist
“Now we have a problem in making our power credible, and Vietnam is the place.”
John F. Kennedy, 1961

