NSC-68 AND THE GLOBALIZATION OF CONTAINMENT

It is quite clear from Soviet theory and practice that the Kremlin seeks to bring the free world under its dominion by the methods of the cold war.  The preferred technique is to subvert by infiltration and intimidation…  The possession of atomic weapons at each of the opposite poles of power…  puts a premium on piecemeal aggression against others, counting on our unwillingness to engage in atomic war unless we are directly attacked…

The risk of having no better choice than to capitulate or precipitate a global war at any of a number of pressure points is bad enough in itself, but it is multiplied by the weakness it imparts to our position in the cold war.  Instead of appearing strong and resolute, we are continually at the verge of appearing and being alternately irresolute and desperate; yet it is the cold war which we must win, because both the Kremlin design, and our fundamental purpose give it the first priority….

Continuation of present trends is likely to lead, therefore, to a gradual withdrawal under the direct or indirect pressure of the Soviet Union, until we discover one day that we have sacrificed positions of vital interest.  In other words, the United States would have chosen, by lack of the necessary decisions and actions, to fall back to isolation in the Western Hemisphere.  This course would at best result in only a relatively brief truce and would be ended either by our capitulation or by a defensive war—on unfavorable terms from unfavorable positions--against a Soviet Empire compromising all or most of Eurasia.

