THE MUNICH ANALOGY IN KOREA AND VIETNAM

“Communism was acting in Korea just as Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese had acted…  If we let Korea down, the Soviets will keep right on going and swallow up one piece of Asia after another… the Near East would collapse and no telling what would happen in Europe.”

Harry S. Truman, 1950

“If Indochina [Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia] passes into the hands of the Communists the ultimate effect on our and your global strategic position… could be disastrous…  If I may refer again to history; we failed to halt Hirohito, Mussolini and Hitler by not acting in time.  That marked the beginning of many years of stark tragedy and desperate peril.  May it not be that nations have learned something from that lesson?”

Dwight Eisenhower, 1954 (in a letter to Winston Churchill)

“The 1930s taught us a clear lesson: aggressive conduct, if allowed to go unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads to war.”

John F. Kennedy, 1962

“The principle lesson we learned from World War II is that if a course of aggression is allowed to gather momentum that it continues to build and leads eventually to a general conflict…  Our problem is to prevent World War III…  If I had thought myself that there was no connection between Vietnam and preventing World War III, I might have had a different view about Vietnam.”

Dean Rusk, US Secretary of State (1961-1969)

“Nor would surrender in Vietnam bring peace, because we learned from Hitler at Munich that success only feeds the appetite of aggression.  The battle would be renewed in one country and then another country, bringing with it perhaps even larger and crueler conflict, as we have learned from the lessons of history.”

Lyndon Johnson, 1965

