A Strategy for Winning the Cold War in 1948

“It has been our conviction that if economic recovery could be brought about and public confidence restored in western Europe – if western Europe, in other words, could be made the home of a vigorous, prosperous and forward looking civilization – the communist regime in eastern Europe… would never be able to stand the comparison, and the spectacle of a happier and more successful life just across the fence… would be bound in the end to have a disintegrating and eroding effect on the communist world.”

George F. Kennan, 1948

