STRATEGY, WAR, AND POLITICS

TODAY’S LECTURE:

“Dilemmas of Deterrence and the Origins of Overkill”

QUOTES OF THE DAY
“We intend to have a wider choice than humiliation or all-out nuclear war.”

John F. Kennedy, 1961

“Should a President in the event of a nuclear attack be left with the single option of ordering the mass destruction of enemy civilians, in the face of the certainty that it would be followed by the mass slaughter of Americans?”

Richard Nixon, 1970

“The United States has come to the conclusion that to the extent feasible basic military strategy in a possible general nuclear war should be approached in much the same way that more conventional military operations have been regarded in the past.  That is to say, principle military objectives, in the event of a nuclear war stemming from a major attack on the alliance, should be the destruction of the enemy’s military forces, not of his civilian population.”

Robert McNamara, US Secretary of Defense, 1962

"Mr. President, we are rapidly approaching a moment of truth both for ourselves as human beings and for the life of our nation. Now, the truth is not always a pleasant thing, but it is necessary now make a choice, to choose between two admittedly regrettable, but nevertheless, distinguishable post-war environments: one where you got twenty million people killed, and the other where you got a hundred and fifty million people killed."

General "Buck" Turgidson, from the movie “Dr. Strangelove”

