DILEMMAS OF DETERRENCE AND

 THE ORIGINS OF OVERKILL
I. Why did the United States build so many nuclear weapons during the Cold War?

A. Military organizations? 

B. Political competition?

C. What do we target with our nuclear weapons?

II. Counter-value doctrine

A.  The requirements of a counter-value doctrine

1. What values should we target and how much must we destroy?

2.  How can we ensure the survival of our nuclear forces?

B. “Minimum deterrence”

III. Counter-Force Doctrine

A. The requirements of a counter-force doctrine

1. Many targets/many weapons

2. Hard targets/many accurate weapons

IV.  Why did the US pursue a counterforce doctrine?

A. The early Cold War period and thoughts of preventive war

B. Counterforce after MAD – “damage limitation”

C. Counter-force and credibility:  from “massive retaliation” to “flexible response”

V. The dangers of counter-force doctrine

A. Instability -- First strike incentives and MIRVs

B. Is counter-force targeting technically possible?

VI. Can we escape from the nuclear revolution?

