The Nuclear Revolution
I. What are nuclear weapons?

A. Atomic/fission weapons

B. Hydrogen/fusion weapons

II. What can nuclear weapons do?

III.  What is not new about nuclear weapons?

A. Not responsible for giving states the ability to kill civilians in large numbers

B. Not responsible for giving states the ability to kill civilians before military victory

IV. What is new about nuclear weapons?

A. Enormous explosive power in a small, inexpensive package

B. Difficulty of defense against nuclear weapons

C. Difficulty of offense against nuclear weapons – “secure second strike” capability

D. Mutually assured destruction -- MAD

V. What are the implications of nuclear weapons for war and strategy?

A. The impossibility of military victory

B. The “flat of the curve” dynamic and the futility of arms racing

C. Deterrence not defense / punishment not denial

D. The increased importance of credibility

1. The stability-instability paradox

2. extended deterrence

3. managing the credibility problem – tying your own hands and inadvertent escalation

VI. Remaining puzzles

A. The persistence of war involving nuclear powers

B. The Cold War nuclear arms race

C. Is the nuclear revolution good or bad and can we get out of it?
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