THE INESCAPABLE THREAT OF 

NUCLEAR ESCALATION

“You and I should not now pull on the ends of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, because the harder you and I pull, the tighter the knot will become.  And a time may come when this knot is tied so tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of untying it, and then the knot will have to be cut.  What that would mean I need not explain to you, because you yourself understand perfectly what dreaded forces our two countries possess.”

Nikita Khrushchev, in a letter

to President John F. Kennedy, October 26, 1962

