Failures of Deterrence in World War II

I. Failure of deterrence in Europe – domestic politics and democratic public opinion

A. War weariness

B. The costs of war

C. Isolationism

II. Failure of deterrence in Europe – misperceptions

A. Wishful thinking

1. Neville Chamberlain – “Peace in our time?” 

2. The Kellogg-Briand Pact – outlaw war?

B. Cognitive consistency – “over-learning” the causes of the last war

1. Arms races

2. Alliances

III. Failure of deterrence in Europe – the cult of the defensive?

A. Dangers of the defensive -- the Maginot Line and naval blockade

1. poor political/military integration

2. failure to form alliances

3. Hitler and the development of the Blitzkrieg strategy

IV. Another look at appeasement

A. Hindsight

B. Was Hitler deterrable?

C. Problems with preventive war

V. Failure of deterrence in the Pacific War

A. Japan’s strategic dilemma – “ABCD encirclement”

B. The escalation of American threats

