The US Strategic Dilemma in

Europe During the Cold War

"We knew that the Soviets maintained something in the neighborhood of 175 divisions active in Europe at all times.  The United States had twenty divisions, five of which were in Europe.  Therefore, in view of the disparity in the strengths of the opposing ground forces, it seemed clear that only by the interposition of our nuclear weapons could we promptly stop a major Communist aggression in that area.  Two more divisions or ten more divisions, on our side, would not make very much difference against this Soviet ground force.”
Dwight David Eisenhower, describing the post-WWII conventional military balance in Europe

