The Reality of Counter-force Targeting

“Many of these missile bases are right close to our cities, right close.  So are many other bases.  So an attack on our major bases would necessarily destroy a great many cities and a great many of our people.  When those missiles start coming over you do not know whether the intent of the enemy was to hit or not to hit a city if he hits it.  The same thing is true with Russian military installations.”

Admiral Arleigh Burke, Chief of Naval Operations
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