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1. THE INTEGERS AND THE REAL NUMBERS

We here assume without discussion the usual properties of the integers Z = {0, £1, £2,...};
in particular we shall often use the principle of mathematical induction for the positive
integers N = {1,2,...}, which is one of the basic properties of the integers. The principle
of mathematical induction says that if a subset P C N has the properties (a) 1 € P, and (b)
neP=n+1ePforeachn =1,2,..., then P = N. Slightly more concretely, that is the
same as saying that if P, is a (true or false) proposition for each n = 1,2,... and if (a) P,
is true, and (b) for each n we are able to check that P, is true whenever P, is true, then
Py is true forall n = 1,2, .. .. Using this principle one can conveniently check many of the
other properties of the integers, such as the fact that 1 is the least positive integer and also

the “well ordering principle” that any non-empty set of positive integers has a least element.
(See Ex.1.1 below.)

We here start with a brief discussion the usual field, order, and supremum axioms for the
real numbers; later in the course we shall actually show that the reals can be constructed,
starting with the integers, and that these “axioms” become theorems rather than unproven
assumptions.

In any case for the moment we accept without discussion that the reals satisfy the field
axioms:

F1 Ya,b:a+b=>b+aandab = ba (commutativity)
F2 Va,b,c:a+ (b+c)=(a+b)+canda(bc) = (ab)c (associativity)
F3 Ya,b,c: a(b+c)=ab+ac (distributive law)

F4 3 elements 0, 1 with 0 # 1 such that

O+a=aand l.a=a Va (additive and multiplicative identities)
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F5 Va 3 an element —a such thata + (—a) =0 (additive inverse)

F6 VYa #0 3 an element ¢! such thataa™! = 1 (multiplicative inverse)

Notation:  a+ (—b) and ab™! are usually written a —b, a/b respectively. (The latter makes
sense only for b # 0.)

Notice that all the other standard algebraic properties of the reals follow from these. (See
Ex. 1.2 below.)

A field (i.e. a set with operations of addition and multiplication satisfying F1-F06) is said to
form an “ordered field” if in addition to F1-F6, there is a subset P such that the following
“order axioms” hold:

01 V a, exactly one of the 3 possibilitiesa € P, —a € P,a = 0 holds
02 a,be P =ab,a+becP.

In any ordered field we introduce a relation “>”, according to the definition a > b <
a—b € P. Notice that in particular thena € P <= a > 0, so that in terms of the relation
>, P isgiven by P = {a e R: a > 0}.

Notice this is trivially the case with the reals if we take P to be the set of positive real
numbers (so @ > 0 has its usual meaning in this case); one can then check the other standard
properties of inequalities follow from the axioms O1, O2 and from F1-F6, provided a > b is
formally defined to mean that eithera > b or @ = b and of course we take a < b to mean b >
a and a < b to mean b > a. For example, just using F1-F6 and the two properties 01,02

of the positive reals, we can easily check the standard properties of inequalities listed in
Ex. 1.4 below.

Notice also that the above properties (i.e. F1-F6, O1,02) all hold for the rational numbers
Q={p/q: p.q are integers with ¢ # 0}, with P = {p/q: p.q € N}.

F1-F6 also hold for the complex numbers C, but C is not an ordered field; that is, it is
impossible to find a subset P C C such that O1, O2 hold. (See Ex. 1.3 below.)

In addition to F1-F6, 01,02 there is one further key property of the real numbers—the
“supremum property.” To discuss it we need first to introduce some terminology.

Terminology: If S C R, we say:

(1) S is bounded above if 3 a real number K such that x < K Vx € S. (Any such number
K is called an upper bound for S.)

(2) S is bounded below if 3 a number k such that k < x Vx € S. (Any such number & is
called a lower bound for S.)

(3) S is bounded if it is both bounded above and bounded below. (This is equivalent to the
fact that 3 a real number L such that [x| < L Vx € S.)

We can now introduce the supremum property of the real numbers, which is the final axiom:
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S. (Least upper bound or “supremum” property of the reals): If S C R is non-empty and
bounded above, then S has a least upper bound.

Notice that the terminology “least upper bound” used here means exactly what it says; a
number « is a least upper bound for a set S C R if

(i) x<a VxeS (e «isan upperbound), and

(i) o < B for every upper bound B of S. (i.e. @ is < any other upper bound for S.)

Notice that such a least upper bound is unique, because if 1, o, are both least upper bounds
for S, then property (ii) implies that both &1 < &y and a3 < a1, hence a1 = a;. It therefore
makes sense to speak of the least upper bound of S, (also known as “the supremum” of S).

Notation: The least upper bound of S will henceforth be denoted sup S or alternatively
lub S. With this notation, property S says that sup S exists if S is non-empty and bounded
above.

Remark: If S is non-empty and bounded below, then it has a greatest lower bound (or
“infimum”), which we denote inf'S, or, alternatively, glb S. One can prove the existence of
inf S (if S is bounded below and non-empty) by using property S on the set =S = {—x: x €
S}. (See Ex. 1.6 below.)

We should be careful to distinguish between the maximum element of a set S (if it exists)
and the supremum of S. Recall that we say a number « is the maximum of S (denoted
max S) if

(1)’ x<a VxeS§, and

(1)’ a€Ss.

These two properties say exactly that « is both an upper bound for S and also one of the

elements of S. Thus clearly (comparing (i), (ii) and (i)’, (ii)’), we see that, for any non-
empty set S C R which is bounded above,

(%) max S exists <= supS €S,

in which case maxS = sup S. In particular (by the direction “=” of “(x)”) if supS ¢ S,
then max S does not exist. For example, if $ = (0,1) = {x: 0 < x < 1}, thensupS =1,
but max S does not exist, because 1 ¢ S. Notice that of course any finite non-empty set has
a maximum. (See Ex. 1.9 below.)

The following Archimedean Property of the reals would normally be accepted (and freely
used) without proof. Here we are being a little more formal than usual, so we will actually
give a formal proof based on mathematical induction and the supremum axiom S.

Lemma 1.1 (Archimedean Property of R.) The set N of all positive integers is not bounded
above (hence for each ¢ > 0 there is a positive integer n with % <e—ie.n>1/e).

Proof. (By contradiction.) If the result is false, then the set N of positive integers is non-
empty (it contains 1) and bounded above, hence by property S has a least upper bound «.
Thus in particular

n<a VY positive integer n.
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However if n is a positive integer, then so is n + 1, hence
n+1=<a V positive integer n,

so that

n<a—1 V positive integer n,
thus showing that & — 1 is an upper bound for N, contradicting the fact that « was chosen
to be the least upper bound.

Note: Using the above Archimedean Property we can also establish various other basic
properties connecting the reals and the integers. For example for each real number a > 0
there is a positive integer n such thatn—1 < a < n. (The value n—1 is sometimes referred to
as the “integer part” of a.) To prove this consider the set S = {n € N such thatn <a + 1}.
We claim that there must be an ng € S such thatng+ 1 ¢ S—which saysng+1>a+1, or
equivalently np > a. (Indeed otherwise we would haven € S = n+1 € S foreachn € N,
and since 1 € S the principle of mathematical induction would then tell us that § = N,
which contradicts the above Archimedean Property because S is, by definition, bounded
above.) Observe by construction that ng then has the property that np — 1 < a < ng as
required.

Final Note on the Reals:

We here assume without proof all the properties F1-F6, 01,02, and S. Actually, as we
mentioned above, it is possible, starting only with the positive integers, to give a rigorous
construction of the real numbers, and prove all the properties F1-F6, 01,02, and S. We

shall in fact give this proof later in the course.

It is also possible to prove (in a sense that can be made precise) that the reals are the unique

field with all the properties F1-F6, 01,02, and S.
Problems

1.1 Prove (a) 1 is the least element of N (i.e. 1 < n Vn € N\ {1}), and (b) the “well ordering
principle” that every non-empty 7" C N has a least element (i.e. there is m € T such that
m<nVneT\{m}).

Note: We later want to argue that we can construct the reals starting only with the integers, and so it
is best to here assume only what the axioms of set theory initially give us about the integers: that there
is a set N (called the “positive integers”) with a total ordering denoted “<” (thus (i) for each m, n with
n # m exactly one of n < m orm < n holds, and (ii) n < n holds for no n, and (iii) V¢, n,m, £ < m and
m <n = £ <n),3an element 1 € N (called “one”), such that corresponding to each n € N there is
another element, denoted n+1 (called the “successor of n”), such that the “principle of mathematical
induction” is true—i.e. (S C Nwithl € Sandn € S = n+1€ SVn e N) = S =N, and the
successor n + 1 has the additional properties that, foralln e Nyn <n+landn <m=n+1 <m.!

Hint for (a): Let S = {n e N: 1 < n}, and prove that SU {1} = N.

Hint for (b): Let T C N be non-empty. We can assume that 1 ¢ T otherwise by (a) 1 is the
least element of T' and there is nothing further to prove. Let S = {m e N:m <nVn e T}
and note in particular that 1 € S by (a) and the fact that 1 ¢ 7. Note that either m € § =
m+1 € S, orelse there is an mg € S with mg + 1 ¢ S. In the latter case you should argue
(using the properties in the above note) that mg + 1 € T and is in fact the required least
element of 7.

'Note that this latter property (i.e. n < m = n + 1 < m) implies that there is nom € Nwithn <m <n + 1
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1.2 Presenting your argument in steps, using only properties F1-F6 and stating which of
F1-F6 is used at each step, prove

(i) VYaeR,a0=0.

(i) Va,beR, ab=0= ecithera=0o0rb=0

(iii) f=9VabceRwithb#0andc #0

(iv) 445 =49t va b e .dwithb#0andd #0.

1.3 (i) If F is any ordered field with multiplicative and additive identities denoted as usual
by 1,0, prove that 1 > 0.

(ii) Prove that C (the complex numbers) do not form an ordered field; that is, there is
no subset P C C such that axioms O1, O2 hold.

1.4 Presenting your argument in steps, using only properties F1-F6, 01,02 and stating
which of F1-F6, O1,02 is used at each step, prove the following:

1) a>0=>0>-a (ie —a<D0).
i) a>0=1>0.

(i) a>b>0=1<..
(ivy a>bandc > 0= ac > bc.
(v a>bandc <0 = ac <bc.

1.5 If s ={1 —% :n=1,2,...}, prove carefully that sup § = 1. Note that this means you
have to establish properties (i), (ii) (in the definition of sup §) with & = 1.

1.6 Givenaset S C R, —S denotes {—x: x € S}. Prove (i) S is bounded below if and only
if —S is bounded above, and (ii) If S is non-empty and bounded below, then inf$ exists
and is equal to —sup(-S).

1.7 Prove that every positive real number has a positive square root. (That is, for any
a > 0, prove there is a real number & > 0 such that @®> = a.) (Hint: Let S = {x e R: x >
0 and x? < a}, and begin by showing that S is non-empty and bounded above.)

1.8 Prove thatif a € R and ¢ > 0 then the interval (a,a + ¢) contains both rational and
irrational numbers. (Recall x rational means x = p/gq with p.q integers and ¢ # 0; x
irrational means x is not rational.)

Hint: Start by selecting an integer ¢ > 0 such that é < &, so that (ga, g(a +¢)) is an interval of length
greater than 1; you can of course use the fact that the real numbers can be written as the disjoint
union Upe(o,+1,+2,...}[n.7 + 1) (which is a restatement of the important general fact every real x can

be uniquely written in the form x = n + y with n an integer and y € [0, 1)—such n is referred to as
the “integer part of x”).

1.9 If S is a finite non-empty subset of R, prove that max S exists. (Hint: Let n be the
number of elements of S and use the order properties O1,02 together with induction on
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2. SEQUENCES OF REAL NUMBERS

Letay,as, ... be a sequence of real numbers; a, is called the n-th term of the sequence. We
sometimes use the abbreviation {a,} or {an}n=12... to denote the sequence; notice that
your text uses the notation (a,) rather than {a,}.

Technically we should distinguish between the sequence {a,} and the set of terms of the
sequence—i.e. the set § = {a,: n = 1,2,...}. These are not the same: e.g. the sequence
1,1,... has infinitely many terms each equal to 1, whereas the set S is just the set {1}
containing one element.

Formally a sequence is a mapping from the positive integers N to the real numbers; the n-th
term of the sequence is just the value of this mapping at the integer n. From this point of
view—i.e. thinking of a sequence as a mapping from the integers to the real numbers—a
sequence has a graph consisting of discrete points in R?, one point of the graph on each of

the vertical lines x = n. Thus for example the sequence 1,1,... (each term=1) has graph
consisting of the discrete points with coordinates (n,1), n = 1,2,... (all lying on the line
y = 1in R?).

Terminology: Recall the following terminology.

A sequence {a, } is:
(1) bounded above if 3 a real number K such thata, < K Vn € N.
(i1) bounded below if a real number k such thata, >k Vn € N.

(iii)  bounded if it is both bounded above and bounded below (This is equivalent to the
fact that 3 a real number L such that |a,| < L Yn € N.

(iv)  increasing if a,4+1 > ap, Vn € N.
(v) strictly increasing if @, 11 > a, Vn € N

(vi) decreasing if ay+1 <an, Vn € N.

(vii)  strictly decreasing if a,+1 < a, Yn € N.

(viii) monotone if either the sequence is increasing or the sequence is decreasing.

Also, the sequence:

(ix) is said to have limit £ (¢ a given real number) if for each & > 0 there is an integer
N € N such that

(*) lan — €| <& V integern > N.
(x) is said to converge if it has limit £ for some €. (Of course such limit ¢, if it exists, is
unique.)

(Notice that (x) is equivalentto £ —¢ <a, <{+e¢ V integern > N, which in turn is
equivalentto a, € ({—el+¢e) VYn>N.)

In case the sequence {a, } has limit £ we write lima, = ¢, or limy o0 an = £ or a, — L.

(Notice that we never write anything like lima, — ¢.)

Theorem 2.1. If {an} is monotone and bounded, then it is convergent. In fact if S =
{ar.aa, ...} is the set of terms of the sequence, we have the following:
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(i) if{an} is increasing and bounded then lima, = sup S.
(i) if{an} is decreasing and bounded then lima, = infS.

Proof: See Ex. 2.2. (Ex. 2.2 proves part (i), and the proof of part (ii) is almost identical.)

Theorem 2.2. If{a,} is convergent, then it is bounded.

Proof: Let £ = lima,. Using the definition (ix) above with ¢ = 1, we see that there exists
an N € N such that |a, — £] < 1 whenever n > N. By the triangle inequality we have
lan| = [(an —£) + £] < |an —£] + |£] for each integer n € N, and hence we have |a,| < 1+ |{]
for each n > N. Therefore |a,| < max{|a;|, |az|,...,lan], 1+ |[£]} foralln € N.

Theorem 2.3 (The algebra of limits). If {an}. {bn} are convergent sequences, then the
sequences {an + bn}, {anby} are also convergent, and
(1) lim(a, + b,) = lima, + limb,
(i) lim(anbn) = (lim ay)(lim by).
In addition, ifb, # 0 Vn € N andlimb, # 0, then lim(an/by) exists, and

ap _ limay,
b, limb,’

(iii) lim

Proof: Exercise in the use of definition (ix) above.

Remark: Notice that if we take {a, } to be the constant sequence —1, —1,.... (so that trivially
lima, = —1 in part(ii) above), we get lim(—b,) = —limb,, and hence using part (i) with
{=bn} in place of {b, } we conclude that

lim(a, — by) = lima, — lim b,
provided both lima, and lim b, exist. By a similar argument (i), (ii) imply that
lim(aa, + Bbn) = alima, + Blimb,
for any «, B € R, provided both lima, and lim b, exist.

The next theorem, known as the Bolzano-Weierstrass Theorem is of central importance in
analysis:

2.4 Theorem. Every bounded sequence of real numbers has a convergent subsequence.

Note: A subsequence of {ay}n=1,2,... is any sequence of the form {a,,};=12,.., where 1 <
ny <ny <---. (Notice that thennjy1 >n; +1V j > 1,and hencen; > j V j.)

Proof of 2.4: Let {a,} be a bounded sequence in R, and let K, L be such that K <a, < L
forall n > 1. Since {aj: j > n} is a non-empty subset of [K, L] for each n € N, we can
define

Ap =sup{a;: j >n}.
Notice that by definition 4,4; < A4y, and K < A, for each n > 1. Thus by Theorem 2.1
we know that {4,} is a convergent sequence; let £ = lim 4,. By definition of 4;, we can
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select n; > 1 such that a,, € [A] — 1, A1]. By definition of 4,, we can select n, > n; such
that an, € [An, — 3., An,]. Generally, assuming j > 1 and thatn; > nj—y > --->ny > 1l are
already chosen, by definition of 4, we can select n 11 > nj such thata,, , € [4,, —%, An;].
Then by construction nj 41 >n; V j > 1,50 {au; };=1,2,.. is a subsequence, and

1 .
Anj_jfanj_HSAnj, V]21

Since lim; 0 An; = lim A, = £, this shows (by the pinching theorem—see 2.4 below) that
lima,, = €. In particular, the subsequence {a,, } converges.

Important Note: If {4,} is the sequence constructed in the above proof (i.e., 4, =
sup; ., a; for each n € N), then lim 4, is usually called the “limit superior” or “lim sup”
of the sequence: we write

limsupa, =limA4, or lima, =limA4,.
n—>oo

Likewise (still assuming {a, } is bounded) we define B, = inf;-, a; (so that B,4+1 > B, and
{By} is bounded), and we write

liminfa, =limB, or lim a, =limB,.
n—>00 100

Problems

2.1 Use the Archimedean property of the reals (i.e. Lemma 1.1) to prove rigorously that
lim1/n = 0.

2.2 Prove part (i) of Theorem 2.1 (Hint: Let & = sup S, and show first that for each ¢ > 0
there is an integer N € N such thatay > o —¢.)

2.3 Using the definition (ix) above to prove that a sequence {a,} cannot have more than
one limit.

2.4 (“Pinching Theorem”) If {a,}, {bs} are given convergent sequences with lima, =
limb,, and if {c,} is any sequence such that a, < ¢, < b, Vn > 1, prove that {c,} is
convergent and lima, = limb, = limc,.

2.5 Use the algebra of limits (i.e. Theorem 2.3 and the remark following it) to rigorously
justify the statement lim((n® — 6)/(n® + n? 4+ 1)) = 1. (Of course you can assume without
discussion that lim1/n = 0.)

2.6 If{an} is a bounded sequence, prove that

lim a, = lim a, <= {an} converges.
n—oo n—>o0

2.7 1If{an} is bounded, prove that

limsupa, = sup{¢: £ is the limit of some subsequence of {a,}}
n—oo
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3. SERIES OF REAL NUMBERS.

Consider the series
al +a2+...+an+...

(usually written with summation notation as ) ;- ; a,), where aj,az, ... is a given sequence
of real numbers. a, is called the nth term of the series. The sum of the first n-terms,
ie. sy = Y R_; ax, is called the n'h partial sum of the series.

If s, — s (ie. if lims, = s) for some s € R, then we say the series converges, and has sum s.
Also, in this case we write Y ;2 an = s.

If {sn }n=1,2,... does not converge, then we say the series diverges.

Example: If a € R is given, then the series 1 + a + a’+ - (i.e. the geometric series with
common ratio @) has n™ partial sum

sp=14a+--+a""!
n ifa=1
= 1_an

ifa #1

Using the fact that a” — 0 if |a| < 1, we thus see that the series converges and has sum
1/(1 —a) if |a| < 1, whereas the series diverges for |a| > 1. (Indeed {s,} is unbounded if
la| >1ora=1,and, ifa =-1,{s,} =1,0,1,0,...)

The following simple lemma is of key importance.

Lemma 3.1. If Y ;2| an converges, thenlima, = 0.

Note: The converse is not true. For example, we check below that Y7 | 1 does not con-
verge, but its n-th term is 1/n, which does converge to zero.

Proof of Lemma 3.1 Let s = lims,,. Then of course we also have s = lim s, 11, and hence
lim(sy+1 —sn) = 0—0 = 0 (by Theorem 2.3). But, for each n > 1, 5,41 — sy = dn41, sO
we have shown lima, 11 = 0; that is, lima, = 0. (Notice that we here use the fact that, for
any £ € R, limay4+1 =€ <= lima, = ¢; this is trivially true because {a,+41}n=12,.. =
{an}n=23,. —i.e. the sequence {a, }n=1,2,.. with the first term deleted.)

The following lemma is of both theoretical and practical importance.

Lemma 3.2.  If Y72 an and Y ;2 by both converge, and have sums s.t respectively,
and if a, B are real numbers, then Y .- (aan + Bby) also converges, and has sum as + pt.
(ie. Yy goq(aan + Bbp) =Y p2ian + BY nei bn if both > 52| an andy 2| by converge.)

Proof: Let s, = Y i_jak.tn = Y p—ybr. We are given s, — s and t, — ¢. Then
asp + Pt, — as + Pr. (See the remarks following Theorem 2.3.) But now as, + Bt, =
a YR ak + BY R bx = Yk— (xay + Bby), which is the n™ partial sum of Y% | (xa, +
Bbn).
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There is a very convenient criterion for checking convergence in case all the terms are non-
negative. Indeed in this case

Snt1—Sp =ap41 >0 Vn>1,
hence the sequence {s,} is increasing. Thus by Theorem 2.2 (i) we see that {s, } converges

if and only if it is bounded. That is, we have proved:

Lemma 3.3. Ifeach term of y = an is non-negative, then the series converges if and only if
the sequence of partial sums {s,} is bounded.

Example: Using the above criterion, we can discuss convergence of Y 2, 1/n?, where
p > 0 is given. The n™ partial sum is

"1
Sn = —_—.

Since 1/x7? is a decreasing function of x for x > 0, we have, for each integer k > 1,

1 1
< < Vxelkk+1].
ktnp = “gp VEElEA

Integrating, this gives

1 k+1 1 k+1 1 k+1 1 1
—=/ —dxf/ —dxif —dx = —,
(k+ 1)? & (k+ 1)? & xP k kP? kp

so if we sum from k = 1 to n, we get

n 1 n+1 1 n 1
Saormis) me=Y
k+0r =) xr kP

k=1 k=1
That is,
n+1
sn+1—1§/ —<s, Vn>1
1 xP
But '
ntl logln+1) ifp=1
— = Nni-» _1
/1 xP (m+ D77 —-1 ifp£1,
l—p

and thus we see that {s,} is unbounded if p < 1 and bounded if p > 1. Hence from
Lemma 3.2 we conclude that ;2| 1/n? converges for p > 1 and diverges for p < 1.

Remark: The method used in the above proof can be modified to discuss convergence of a
large class of series—see ex. 3.4 below.

Theorem 3.4. If Y 12, |an| converges, then y -, an converges.
Terminology: If Y72, |a,| converges, then we say that Y ,= a, is absolutely convergent.

Thus, with this terminology, the above theorem just says “absolute convergence implies
convergence.”
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Proof of Theorem 3.4: Lets, = > ;_; ak, tn = Y g lak|. Then we are given #, — ¢ for
some ¢ € R.

For each integer n > 1, let

pn = =N 0 ifa,>0"

0 ifa, <0g

and let s;F = Y7, pn, s, = D_k—1 qn- Notice that then for each n > 1 we have

— I -
An = Pn —4n, Sn =38, — S8,

and py., g, > 0. Notice that then

0<sf<t,<t,and0<s, <t, <t

for every n > 1, hence we have shown that > 2, p, and Y 2, ¢, have bounded partial
sums and hence both converge by Lemma 3.3. But then (by Lemma 3.2) Y72 (pn — ¢n)
converges; that is, Y ;= an converges as required.

We next want to show that the terms of an absolutely convergent series can be rearranged
in an arbitrary way without changing the sum. First we make the definition clear.

Definition: Let /1, j», ... be any sequence of positive integers in which every positive integer
appears once and only once. (i.e. the mapping n + j, isa 1 : 1 mapping of N onto N.)

Then the series Y 5o aj, is said to be a rearrangement of the series Y po; an.

Theorem 3.5. If Y 72| ay is absolutely convergent, then any rearrangementy_nw aj, converges
absolutely, and has the same sum asy_, - | an.

Proof: We give the proof when a, > 0 (in which case “absolute convergence” just means
<« 3 . . .
convergence”). The extension to the general case is left as an exercise. (See Ex. 3.6 below.)
Hence assume ) -, a, converges, and a, > 0 Vn > 1, and let )72, aj, be any rearrange-
ment. For eachn > 1, let

P(n) = max{ji,.... jn},

so that
s sdny {1, P(n)},

and hence (since ap > 0; Vk > 1)
aj +aj +---+a;, <ay+a+---+apmp =S,

where s = Y 72 | a,. Thus we have shown that the partial sums of } ;2 ; a;, are bounded
above by s, hence by Lemma 3.3, > 72, a;, converges, and has sum 7 satisfying r < 5. But
now > po; ay is a rearrangement of Y 2 ; a;, (using the rearrangement given by the inverse
mapping j, — n, n € N), and hence by the same argument we also have s <. Hence s = ¢
as required.
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Problems.

3.1 (i) (Comparison test absolute convergence.) If Y72 | a,, Y no by are given series and
if |an| < |bu| Yn € N, prove that > oo, b, absolutely convergent = Y 2| a, absolutely
convergent.

(i) Use this test to discuss convergence of
(@ X% (sinn)/n?
(b) X2 (sin(1/n))/n.

3.2 (Comparison test for divergence.) If Y 2, an and Y ;2 b, are given series with non-
negative terms, and if a, > b, Vn €N, prove that > ;2 | b, diverges = Y ;= a, diverges.

3.3 Supposea, >0 Vn € N. Prove

o
(i) Z i inan diverges if Y = an diverges.
=1

o0
.. dap 00
(i1) E T 2, converges, whether or not Y ;2| an converges.
ot + n<ay

3.4 (Integral test.) If /: [1,00) — R is positive and continuous at each point of [1, 00), and
if f is decreasing, prove, using a modification of the argument used to discuss convergence
of Y72, 1/n? above, that Y 52, f(n) converges if and only if {/{" f(x)dx},=12,. isa
bounded sequence.

3.5 Use the integral test (in Ex. 3.4 above) to discuss convergence of

. 5 1
R )
(ii) P :

n(log(n + 1))%
3.6 Complete the proof of Theorem 3.5 (i.e. discuss the general case when ) ;2 an is
absolutely convergent.)

Hint: The theorem has already been established for series of non-negative terms; use py, gn
as in Theorem 3.4.
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4. POWER SERIES.

A power series is a series of the form
ag + ar1x + arx? 4+ -+ apx" + -+

(in summation notation Y - a,x"), where ag,ay, ... are given real numbers and x is a real
variable.

Notice that for x = 0 the series trivially converges and its sum is ag.

The following theorem describes the key convergence property of such series.

Theorem 4.1. For any power series Y o anx", exactly one of the following 3 possibilities holds:
(1) the series diverges ¥V x # 0,

(i1) the series converges absolutely ¥ x € R,

(iii) 3p > 0 such that the series converges absolutely ¥ x with |x| < p, and diverges ¥V x
with |x| > p.

Terminology: If (iii) holds, the number p is called the radius of convergence and the interval
(—p. p) is called the interval of convergence. If (i) holds we say the radius of convergence is
zero, and if (ii) holds we say radius of convergence = oo.

Note: The theorem says nothing about what happens at x = +p in case (iii).

Proof of Theorem 4.1 Suppose the series converges at a point x; € R\{0}, and let x| < |x].

Then
(1) anx"| = lan||x|" = lanllx1]"| ",

Now, since lim |a,x7| = 0 (by Lemma 3.1 above), there is an N such that |a,||x|" <
1V n> N, and hence (1) implies that

lapx"| < ‘x%!n, n > N.

. : : © 1 xn N
Hence, since the geometric series 3,2 |-|" converges (because | {-| < 1), we conclude by
the comparison test (Ex. 3.1 above) that

o0 o0
2) Z apx" converges at x = x; = Z anx" is A.C. for every x with |x| < |xj].

Then let S = {|x|: ;2 anx" converges}. Notice that trivially 0 € S always. If § = {0}
we are in case (i) and there is nothing further to prove. If S is not bounded above then (2)
evidently implies that the series converges absolutely for all x € R, and we are in case (ii), so
again there is nothing further to prove in this case.

The final possibility is that S contains at least two elements and is bounded above. Let
p = sup S; then p > 0, because S contains at least two elements. If |x| > p, then > 77 ; anx”"
diverges (because otherwise we would have |x| € S, and then by (2) that y € S for every y
with |y| < |x|, so that p > |x|, a contradiction).
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If on the other hand |x| < p, then there must be y such that )" a,y" converges and |x| < |y|
(otherwise |x| would be a smaller upper bound for S than p). But then Y ;2 ,anx" is
absolutely convergent by (2). Thus we have shown, in case S is non-empty and bounded
above, the alternative (iii) holds with p = sup S. This completes the proof.

Problems

4.1 Suppose the radius of convergence of Y 52, ay, is 1, and the radius of convergence of
> o2 o bux™ is 2. Prove that the radius of convergence of Y ne o(an + bp)x™ is 1.

4.2 If 3 constant ¢ > 0 such that ¢™! < |a,| < ¢ Vn, what can you say about the radius
of convergences of Y ;2 5 anx™.
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5. CONTINUITY OF REAL FUNCTIONS:

Here we shall mainly be interested in real-valued functions on some closed interval [a, ] C
R, i.e. functions f: [a,b] — R.

First recall the definition of continuity of such a function.

Definition 1: f: [a,b] — R is said to be continuous at the point ¢ € [a, b], if for each ¢ > 0
there is a § > 0 such that

(*) | f(x) — f(c)| < e whenever x € [a,b] and |x —c| < §.

Definition 2: We say f: [a,b] — R is continuous if f is continuous at each point of [a, b].

There is of course an algebra of real-valued continuous functions: the sum or product of
continuous functions is also continuous. The quotient of continuous functions is also con-
inuous at points where the denominator is non-zero. As an exercise in the use of the defini-
tion of continuity, give rigorous proofs of these facts.

There are also other important properties given in the text with which you may be familiar,
but we will cover these in lecture in the more general context of metric spaces, so we do not
discuss them here.

Problems

5.1 Prove carefully (using the definition of continuity above) that the function f: [-1,1] —

R defined by
) = +1if0<x<1
YT 0if—1<x<0
is not continuous at 0.

5.2 Let f: [a,b] - R be continuous, and let | f|: [a,b] — R be defined by | f|(x) = | f(x)].
Prove that | f| is continuous.

5.3 If f:[0,1] = R is defined by

1 if x € [0, 1] is a rational number
fx)=19 . . .
0 if x € [0, 1] is not rational ,

prove that f is continuous at no point of [0, 1].
Hint: Every open interval (a,b) C R (a < b given) contains both rational and irrational
numbers (see problem 1.8 above).

5.4 Suppose f: (0,1] — R is defined by

0 if x € (0, 1] is not rational
f(x) =< 1/q if x € (0, 1] is written p/q where
p,q € N have no common factor.
Prove f is continuous at each irrational point of (0, 1], and not continuous at each rational

point of (0, 1]. (Hint: First note that for any given ¢ > 0 there are at most finitely many
positive integers ¢ with 1/q > ¢.)
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6. COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE SETS

An infinite set (i.e., a set which is not finite) is said to countably infinite if its elements can
be put into one to one correspondence with the set N of all positive integers.

That is, a set A4 is countably infinite if there is a map f: A — N which is 1:1 and onto
(i.e., a bijection). Notice that this is the same as saying that there is a sequence aj, a2, ...
of elements of A4 such that each element of A appears once and only once (just take a; =
7O J =120,

For example, note that the set of all integers Z = {0,£1,+2,...} is countably infinite,
because we can set up a bijection of Z onto N as follows:

2n + 1 if n is non-negative
fn) = { 8

—2n if n is negative

A set is said to be countable if either it is finite or if it countably infinite. (Note that “finite”
includes the possibility that the set in question is empty.)

The following is a very useful criterion for countability:

Lemma 1. A non-empty ser A is countable <> there is a sequence ay,ay, . .. of elements of A
such that each each element of A appears at least once.

Proof: The direction “=" is clearly true by definition of countable; in case 4 is countable
infinite there is a bijection g of 4 onto N and we can construct a suitable sequence aj, ay, . ..
by defining a; = g71(j), j = 1,2,..., and in case 4 is a finite set {a1,...,ay} we can use
the sequence ay,...,an,ay,...,an,.. ..

Thus to complete the proof of Lemma 1 we just need to prove "<.” So assume that there
is a sequence aj,ay, ... of elements of 4 such that each element of A appears at least once.
If A is finite then it is countable by definition, so there is nothing to prove. If 4 is infinite
we construct a mapping f: N — 4 inductively by defining /(1) = a;, and, assuming that
n > 2 and that f(1),..., f(n — 1) already defined,

(1) fn)=ar, k=min{j:a; € A\N{f(D)..... f(n—D}}.
Notice that f is well defined because {j: a; € A\ {f(1),..., f(n — 1)}} is non-empty

(by virtue of the assumption that 4 is infinite) and also because any non-empty set of
positive integers does have a minimum. (This is the “well-ordering” property of the positive
integers—see problem 1.1 above.)

We also note that f defined by (1) is both one to one and onto. (See Exercise 6.1 below.)
Thus f is a bijection of N onto 4, so 4 is countably infinite by definition.

Lemma 2. N x N 75 countable.

Proof: The map f: NxN — Ndefined by 1(i, j) = %(i +j—1)(i+j—2)+i is a bijection.
(See Exercise 6.2 below.)

There are some extremely useful corollaries of the above lemmas:
Corollary 1. Any subset of a countable set is countable.

Proof: This is an easy consequence of the above Lemma 1, and is left as an exercise.
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Corollary 2. If A, B are countable, then the cartesian product A x B is also countable.

Proof: If either A4 or B is the empty set, then 4 x B is also the empty set, which is finite
(hence countable) by definition, so we can assume that both 4 and B are non-empty.

By Lemma 1, there are sequences a1.4az, ..., and by, by, ..., in which every element of A
and every element of B appear at least once. Let g: Nx N — A4 x B be defined by (i, j) =
(ai,bj), and let f: N — N x N be a bijection. (f exists by Lemma 2.) Thenh =go fisa
map of N onto A x B; that is, (1), h(2),... is a sequence in which every element of 4 x B
appears at least once. By Lemma 1, this shows that A x B is countable.

Corollary 3. The ser Q of all rational numbers is a countable set.

Proof: Let f: N — Z x N be a bijection (f exists by Corollary 2), and define a map
g:ZxN — Qby g@i,j) =i/j. Evidently g is onto (but not one to one), and hence
h = go f isamap of N onto Q. Thus (1), /(2),... is a sequence in which every rational
appears at least once. This proves the required result by virtue of Lemma 1.

Corollary 4. If Ay, Ay, ... is a sequence of sets, each of which is countable, then the union
US| A; is also countable.

Note: Of course this means that the union of a finite collection A4;,..., Ay of countable
sets is countable, because UZN=1AZ~ = U2 A;, where we define A; = Ay foralli > N.

Proof of Corollary 4: We can assume U2, 4; # @, otherwise there is nothing to be proved.

Let x be any element of U | A;. By Lemma 1, for eachi = 1,2,... such that 4; # @ there

is a sequence ag ), ag), ... in which every element of A; appears at least once. If 4; = @,

let a(’)

g: Nx N — U2, A4; be defined by g(i,j) = (-i). Then h = go f is a map from N
onto U 4;, and hence every element of Uz—lAi appears at least once in the sequence
h(1), h(2) .. The required result is thus established by Lemma 1.

= x for each j = 1,2,.... By Lemma 2 there is a bijection f: N — N x N. Let

Finally we want to give the proof of the fact that R is not countable; in fact we prove the
more general result that no closed interval [a, b] (where a < b) is countable.

Theorem. Leta,b € R witha < b. Then the closed interval [a, b] is not countable.

Proof: Suppose on the contrary that [a,b] is countable; it is evidently not finite, so this
would mean that it is countably infinite. Thus we can write down a sequence aj, a3, ... in
which each element appears once and only once.

We inductively define a sequence 11, I, . .. of subintervals of [a, b] as follows:

We divide [a, b] into 3 closed subintervals of equal length (each of length %(b —a)), and
select one (call it 7;) which does not contain a;. Assuming n > 2 and that I,,_ is already
chosen, we divide I,,—; into 3 subintervals of equal length and select one (call it 7,) with
the property a, ¢ In. Let I, = [cn.dy]. Since by construction I, C I,—; and length I,
=1 length 7, for each n > 2, we then have

a<c<--<cp1<cp<dp=<dy—1---di <b

and d, —cn = 37"(b — a). Thus {cp}, {dn} are monotone sequences with the same limit
y € [a,b], and y € [cp,dy] for all n. But then y # a, for each n > 1, by virtue of the fact
that a, ¢ [cn, dn] by construction.
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This contradicts the fact that {a,} is supposed to include all reals in [a, b], because we have
constructed a real y € [a,b] with y # a,, foralln > 1.

Problems

6.1 Prove that the mapping f defined in (1) of the proof of Lemma 1 is indeed a bijection
as claimed. Hint: To show that there is n such that f(n) = ag, suppose there is no such n
and show that this gives a contradiction.

6.2 (i) Prove that for each n € N there are unique m,k € N such that k < m — 1 and
n=23im-1)(m-2)+m-—k.

Hint: Note first that %(q - 1(g-2) > %(m —1)(m—-2)+m—-1ifqg>m+ 1.
(i) Prove that the map (i, j) — %(z’ +j—1)(i+j—2)+i isaone-to-one map of Nx N
onto N.

6.3 Prove that every infinite set has a countably infinite subset.

Hint: Describe an inductive procedure for finding a sequence a1, as, . .. of distinct elements
of the set.

6.4 Prove that the plane R? = {(x,y): x € R, y € R} cannot be expressed as the union of
a countable family of straight lines.

Hint: We already know that the x-axis is not countable.



