
Sound Change Homework.  
 
1. Sound change in Gascon and French. 50 points. 
 
ProtoR. Gascon French Gloss 
*lu ́na  ly ́o  lynə  ‘moon’ 
*ve ́na  beo  vɛnə  ‘vein’ 
*ple ́na  ple ́o  plɛnə  ‘full’ f. 
*na ́so  nas  ne  ‘nose’ 
*pru ́na  pry ́o  pʁynə  ‘prune’ 
*ka ́li ̆da  ka ́wdo  ʃodə  ‘hot’ 
*fa ́lsa  fa ́wso  fosə  ‘false’ f. 
*sala ́re  sala ́  sale ́  ‘salt’ inf. 
*ba ́la  balo  balə  ‘ball’ 
*pa ́lma  pa ́wmu  pomə  ‘palm’ 
*fa ́li ̆ta  fa ́wto  fotə  ‘error’ 
*ka ́wsa ka ́wzo  kozə  ‘cause’ 
*vani ̆tare banta ́  va ̃te ́  ‘brag’ inf. 
*ma ́ni ̆ka maŋgo  ma ̃ʃə  ‘sleeve’ 
 

 
 
 
 
Write rules for the sound 
changes affecting *n, *l, 
and * i ̆ in Gascon and in 
French. (don’t bother with 
any of the other changes) 
 
Some of these rules will 
have to be ordered. 
 

 
 
2. Romance comparative reconstruction. 50 points 

gloss French Gascon Spanish Italian 
‘wine’ vɛ ̃ bi bino vino 
‘linen’ lɛ ̃ li lino lino 
‘bench’ ba ̃ baŋk baŋko baŋko 
‘baron’ baro ̃ baru baron barone 
‘one’ œ ̃ y uno uno 
‘brown’ brœ ̃ bry bruno bruno 
‘full’ plɛnə pleo ʎena pjena 
 
Reconstruct the proto form for each word, and write rules for the sound changes that 
affected each language. Once again, attend to chronological order. 


