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 Mandated by Congress

 Public Law 93-538

 Originally 26 Driver Evaluation Centers

 Currently 45 Evaluation Centers

 PMRS Therapists provide this Service –
Classified as Driver Rehab Specialist



 Established in 1975
 Referring Center for VISN 21
 3 High Tech Vans and 2 Sedans
 Driving Adaptive Equipment 
 Safe Driving Assessments 
 Education in the DMV Process
 Scooter Lift Evaluations
 Driver Simulation Training
 GPS Training



 Driving Adaptive Equipment Evaluations with 
Vehicle Modifications

 Safe Driving Assessments with or without 
adaptive equipment

 Follow-up Driver Training

 DMV Interaction

 Simulator Training

 GPS Training



 Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

 Prosthetic Service

 Spinal Cord Injury Service

 Orthopedic

 Outpatient Clinics

 Geriatric Clinics

 Neurology 

 Polytrauma

 PTSD Program



 Physician Generated Consult

 Prosthetic Request

 Veteran Request

 Inter-facility Consults



 Clinic Interview
 Clinic Assessment
 Orientation to Vehicle
 Behind the Wheel Assessment
 Behind the Wheel Functional
 Recommendations for Driver Training
 Patient Education
 Vehicle Inspection





 SCI – 4 to 12 Months Post Injury

 TBI – Up to One Year Post Injury

 CVA – Up to One Year

 MS – As Needed per Progression

 Ortho – Pain Free and Functional ROM

 Neuro - Seizure Free up to 6 Months

 Medically Stable



 Driving History

 DMV Status

 Vehicle Status

 Driver or Non Driver

 Type of Evaluation – Van or Sedan



 Medical History
 Sensory
 Motor 
 Range of Motion
 Balance
 Cognition Screening
 Vision
 Wheelchair Evaluation
 DMV Rules & Regulations



 Van or Sedan

 Adaptive Equipment Evaluation

 Transfer Skills / Wheelchair Driver

 Sedan Wheelchair Stowage

 Safe Vehicle Ingress / Egress



 Types of Driving Adaptive Equipment

 Safe Driving Assessments

 Overall Driving Skills

 Overall Functional Skills

 Assessed on a Comprehensive Driving Course 
(hospital > residential > complex commercial 
> expressway > freeway > mountain)



 Position and body awareness problems

 Difficulty with accurate foot placement on 
pedals

 Difficulty moving from gas to brake

 Decreased accuracy with steering

 Muscle strength

 Coordination & dexterity

 ROM 

 Endurance



 Appropriate Number of Driving Lessons with 
Recommended Adaptive Equipment 

 Vehicle, Vehicle Modifications, and Driving 
Adaptive Equipment Recommendations 
Routed to Prosthetics

 Prescription Routed To Approved Vendor

 Progress Note Entered in Electronic Medical 
Record



 Vendor Selection 

 Vehicle Purchase

 Final Driving Goals

 Veteran / Caregiver Educated in the Proper 
Use of Adaptive Equipment



 At Vehicle Completion, the Vehicle is 
Inspected by the Driver Rehab Specialist

 Follow up Driver Training is Scheduled

 Veteran is Present at Final Inspection

 Any Adaptive Equipment Problems can be 
Resolved at this Time



 Mimic on-road Performance in a Protected 
Environment

 Able to Record Driving Deficits

 Track Overall Driving Skills

 Ability to place Hazards in the Driving 
Environment Forcing the Participant to React









 Steering Device for Right Hand

 Remote Turn Signal Lever





 Steering Device for Left Hand

 LH Gear Shift Selector Lever

 Left Foot Accelerator 







 Hand Controls

 Steering Wheel Orthotic Devices



 Most Functional Arm on the Steering Wheel

 Steering Wheel Counter Weight

 Attempt to Keep the Orthotic Device at the 8 
or 5 O’Clock Position on the Wheel 











 Mechanical Hand Controls
◦ Push Right Angle

◦ Push Twist

◦ Push Pull

 High Tech Servo Controls
◦ Electronic Gas / Brake

◦ Pneumatic



 



















 Factory Steering

 Low Effort Steering

 Zero Effort Steering

 Foot Steering







 Touch Pads

 Key Holder

 Rocker Switch

 Elbow Switches





















 Wheelchair Driver

 Driver Transfer











 





 Floor Drops

 Raised Roof and Doors

 Automatic Door Openers

 Gas Tank Modifications

 Body Raises

 Drive Shaft Modifications











 Side or Rear Mount

 Double Post Platform

 Single Post Platform

 Under Vehicle Lift



 













Chrysler Products

 Toyota Sienna

 GMC Products

 Honda Odyssey









 Rear Platform

 Trunk

 Swing In

 Swing Out

 Chair Topper
















