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hand. Resolution of the species problem will be one of its
most important results.

The problems inherent in bioinformatics are also
formidable. As celectronic search engines are developed,
they must be made interoperable within and between
phylogenctic groups. They must have quality control,
exercised most probably by publication committees com-
parable to boards of editors of journals. They need to be
created, as in the case of GenBank, to provide free public
access. In joining the bioinfurmatics nation, taxonomists
and encyclopedists neced to address and overcome the
growing problem of information overload already bedeviling
those managing DNA microarray analyses, airline sche-
dules and bank accounts. And finally, with current floppy
disks starting to lose data within a decade and even optical
disks in less than a century, improvement in longevity
and format transfer methods will be a priority in the
technologies adopted.

These obstacles are daunting, but they are of a technical
nature eminently vulnerable to human ingenuity. To
overcome them, and thereby complete the great Linnacan
enterprise, creating the base of the all-species encyclopedia,
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will secure the rightful place of comparative biology witl
mainstream science.
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