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Most webpages contain columns.  Consider for example these three webpages: 

  

While a variety of techniques can be used to create columns on a webpage, one of the most 

commonly used is taking advantage of the CSS float property.  Thatôs how weôll learn how to 

create columns. 

Float Review 

As youôll recall, the CSS float property places an image on the left or right side of a webpage 

and floats the text alongside the image.  Here is a simple example:  

Given the image was created using the tag: 
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<img id="puppy" src="puppy.jpg" alt="a photo of my dog Molly" />  

 

Hereôs the style rule we used to float this image: 

#puppy {float: left}  

 

While floating images is very common, we can float other items, such as the blockquote 

shown here:  

Here is our HTML: 

é 

<p>Sir Winston Leonard Spencer - Churchill, KG, OM, CH, TD, 

PC, DL, FRS é</p> 

 

<blockquote id="ww2Quote">We shall go on to the end, ... we 

shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shal l fight with 

growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we 

shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, ... we 

shall never surrender ...</blockquote>  

 

<p>Churchill was born é.</p> 

é 

 

And our corresponding CSS 
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#ww2Quote {  

float: left;  

   width: 275px;  

 font - family: sans - serif;  

}  

 

One important difference between floating an image and floating a blockquote, images have a 

natural width, blockquotes can expand out to fill as much space as is available to them.  

Without a width, our blockquote will look like this:  

The quote is floated to the left, but the quote has expanded to take up the entire width of the 

webpage, squeezing out any space for text to flow alongside. 

Floating Multiple Items 

What happens if we create a second image or second blockquote and float it as well?  The 

web browser will float the two items next to each other.  Here weôve duplicated the 

blockquote and created a second style rule, which is the same as the first style rule.  Now our 

style rules are:
1
 

                                                           
1 As the two style rules are identical, you may wonder if it might make more sense to define a class 

instead of using ids.  In fact, this is often done. 
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#ww2Quote {float: le ft;  

           width: 275px;  

       font - family: sans - serif;  

}  

#secondQuote {float: left;  

           width: 275px;  

       font - family: sans - serif;  

}  

 

Hereôs what our two blockquotes look like in the web browser: 

As you can see our two quotes end up side-by-side.  If we remove the rest of the text of the 

website, we discover we essentially have a basic two column layout: 
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We just need to make a few changes and weôll have a basic two-column webpage.  First, we 

switch from using the blockquote element and instead use a more generic div element.  While 

blockquote has a default margin, div does not, so weôll add a bit of a margin.  With a div, we 

can place whatever text we want into the div, including headings and paragraphs.  Hereôs 

what this might look like in the web browser: 

 

Hereôs our revised HTML and CSS: 

<!DOCTYPE html>  

<html>  

<head>  

<meta charset="UTF - 8" />  

<title>Floating Quote Example</title>  

<style>  

#firstDiv {float: left;  

           width: 350px;  

     font - family: sans - serif;  

     margin: 15px;  

}  

#secondDiv {float: left;  

           width: 350px;  

     font - family: sans - serif;  

     margin: 15px;  

}  

</style>  

</head>  

<body>  

 

<div id="firstDiv"><hgroup>  

<h1>Winston Churchill</h1>  

<h2>Text taken from Wikipedia</h2>  


